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Taking a break between classes to shoot some 
pool has always been a popular choice for college 
students such as Jim Berndtson. 


7 News 


Danielle Rigo-Reilly new VP 
of Contemporary Affairs Club 


1) Arts 
Dance Club withstands 
low enrollment cuts 


Ea culte qipset by 
class cancellations 


Faculty members 
offer to teach low 
enrollment classes 


for per capita pay 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Many faculty members have 
expressed concern and upset this 
semester that approximately 10 per- 
cent of the classes being offered this 
semester were canceled due to low 
enrollment. Most felt 
that cuts were made to 
too many courses and 
that cancellations were 
done too early. 

The argument has 
been used that some- 
times a low enrollment 
course can benefit the 
student experience. 
With fewer students in 
a class, the professor 
has more on-on-one 
time with each student. 

“Most students that attend a com- 
munity college are a group that could 
use more individual attention to suc- 
ceed,” said professor Peter Flynn. 

Some courses that consist of 33 
students can actually prove to dimin- 
ish the student experience rather than 


improve the student environment. 
Some students do not feel comfort- 
able speaking in front of large group 
while others just need that little bit of 
extra attention. 

“Some students thrive on indi- 
vidual attention, especially in a math 
or foreign language class,” said 
Flynn 

However, the opposite can also 
be said for some courses that need 
full enrollment to provide students 
with a quality experience and educa- 
tion. 

“Some courses need a fair num- 
ber of students to create an ideal 
environment. If you're taking a liter- 


es “ere 


Most students that attend a community 
college are a group that could use more 
individual attention to succeed. 


-Prof. Peter Flynn 


ature or philosophy course, you need 
to have others to learn from through 
discussion and to bounce your ideas 
off of,” said Lane Glenn, Vice 
President of Academic Affairs. “The 
most important thing is the quality of 
instruction.” 


Many faculty members have also 
offered to teach courses with low 
enrollment for per capita pay, which 
basically means that they agree to 
teach for lower pay. This appeared to 
be a win-win situation in many teach- 
ers' eyes that results in no cost to the 
college. However, it must be taken 
into account how much it would cost 
for things such as electricity for these 
classes to run. 

“We have to balance the number 
of low enrollment courses with the 
college's resources,” said Glenn. 

The faculty is responsible for 
making the schedule, and the deans 
then work with the faculty to deter- 

mine which 

classes should 
canceled. 
Typically a 
class with at 
least 12 students 
can be expected 
to run, however 
the college does 
not have a poli- 
cy that states a 
minimum num- 
ber of students 
in order for a class to run. Many fac- 
tors are looked at before a class is 
canceled, including if the course is 
new, if it a requirement for gradua- 
tion, and when the last time was that 
it ran. 


See Faculty page 5 


Haverhill campus shut down on Tuesday 


Administration 
forced to close due to 
waterline problem 


By JEssiIcA DEMARCO 
Features Editor 


NECC administration was 
forced to close the Haverhill cam- 
pus and cancel all classes and activ- 
ities scheduled for Monday after 5 
p-m. and Tuesday, Feb. 6. The clo- 
sure was due to a waterline prob- 
lem investigated on Tuesday. 

Around 9:30 p.m., the superin- 
tendent of grounds, Cliff Clark, did 
an evaluation of the situation with 
NECC engineers. 

According to Mark Andrews, 
Vice President of Administration, 
the team of workers had to dig 


down approximately seven feet in 
order to reach the lines. 

“Tf a part of the line is collapsed 
we would have to do more signifi- 
cant repairs,” said Andrews. 

Since the waterline that rup- 
tured was the main line into the 
campus, all waterlines were to be 
shut down. 

“We won't have water in the 
buildings. It is a precaution,” said 
Andrews. 

Administration has followed 
their routine “day cancellation 
plan” in order to most efficiently 
deliver the message to students and 
faculty. 

“We want to make sure the 
message is very clear: Only the 
Haverhill campus will be closed,” 
said Andrews of their efforts. 

“This is a team effort. The city 
of Haverhill works very closely 


with the college,” Andrews added. 
Andrews routinely contacted the 
Haverhill Board of Health to ensure 
that everything was taken care of. 

“We will shut down all build- 
ings at 5 p.m., two guards will be 
outside, and there will be a sign,” 
said Kathy Ash, second in com- 
mand of Eagle Security. Eagle 
Security were on call for any fur- 
ther assistance needed Tuesday. 

“As far as the pipes go, if we 
detect a leak or issue, we will 
replace them,” said Andrews. 

According to Andrews NECC 
provides preventative maintenance 
to the campus that was originally 
built in the 1970s. 

School and other activites 
based on the Haverhill campus 
were planned to continue as normal 
on Wednesday, if all repair was 
completed on Tuesday. 


Due to a water main break, 
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Signs were posted around campus to notify arriving 
students that the campus was closed down. 
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When classes are cut, 
students suffer 


The week before the beginning 
of this semester, many students who 
thought they had their schedules 
already worked out received a 
phone call letting them know that 
they were wrong. 

Approximately 10 percent of 
classes originally scheduled for this 
semester were canceled due to low 
enrollment. This didn't just cause 
problems for students who need to 
have a certain number of credits 
scheduled for financial aid or health 
insurance reasons. Many of the can- 
celed classes were program require- 
ments, and the cancellations have 
meant pushing back graduation for 
an unfortunate few. 

Faculty have expressed frustra- 
tion that the cancellations were 
done too early, and to too many 
courses. Classes that were even 
offered to be taught for less pay 
were cut even though there would 
be no cost to the college. 

An argument was made that the 
college must balance low enroll- 
ment classes with its resources, but 
how much can it really cost to pro- 
vide electricity for a 50-minute 
class? Why not use the money the 


college will save when the profes- 
sor is teaching for per capita pay? 

It is true that some courses do 
run better with a full class, but if the 
concern is the student experience, 
the students should be allowed to 
decide whether or not they want to 
continue with a low enrollment 
class. Most will say that it is better 
to have fewer students because you 
get more one-on-one time with the 
professor, and for the timid, it 
allows them to feel comfortable to 
speak up to offer their opinions or 
ask questions. 

The fact remains that every 
semester a number of classes will 
be canceled due to low enrollment. 
The resources do not exist for every 
class that consists of only four or 
five students to run. 

The solution lies in the steps 
taken to better predict which class- 
es will be needed and at which time 
of the year they are more likely to 
be taken by students. Certain class- 
es that run better with low enroll- 
ment should be left on the schedule 
and those that do not should be the 
first to be considered for cancella- 
tions. 

No matter what decisions are 
reached, the priority should be the 
education of the students. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers 


| submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the newsroom, located in Rm 


i] C-222 in the Spurk building 


All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verification 


Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line or risk not being 


received by the Observer email system 
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missions via emai: 
necc.mass.equ 


“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter on paper, send to: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
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Do you think Boston overreacted 
to the ‘bomb scare’? 


Rob Masci, Major unknown 

“Not really, because they were doing 
their job to make sure everything was 
okay.” 


Eileen Hayes-Johnson, Academic 
Support 

“I think they did not overreact. I think 
Turner was responsible for making 
sure the city was aware that the boxes 
were in place, instead of just putting 
them there.” 


Jason Pratt, Major unknown 

“Yes, Ido, I mean, if you look at it, 
they were up there for two weeks, and 
then a guy for MBTA sees it and they 
are like ‘Oh my god, a bomb!”.1 used 
to live in Boston and Adult Swim 
advertising is all over the place.” 


Photos/Interviews by Sara Codair 


Jamie Kiely, Major unknown 

“I think they overreacted big-time. 
And I think it’s ridiculous that they 
wasted $500,000 when they knew 
what the boxes were at like | p.m.” 


Bruce Potter, Administrative 
Assistant to Student Activities 

“No, the Boston Police didn’t react at 
the time, but the newspaper and gov- 
ernment officials did overreact to the 
aftermath.” 


Athletics 


Maureen 
Intramurals 
“No, not at all. If someone left 
something weird that was actually a 
bomb in disguise, and the police did- 
not do anything about it, a lot of 
people would be upset.” 


Saliba, 


Page 3 NECC Observer Feb. 7, 2007 


‘Cause we are the Aqua Teens... 


Make terrorists say 
‘Ho!’ and Menino 
wanna scream! 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


Despite the 
sheer stupidity 
_ of the show at 
times, I will 
- admit, I do like a 
good episode of 
the late-night 
Adult Swim 
comedy, Aqua 
Teen Hunger 
Force. But more 
than that, I like a 
good episode of chaos, such as the 
one displayed in Boston after being 
invaded by Mooninite terrorists. 

I didn't realize how many people 
were unfamiliar with Cartoon 
Network's cult hit, until I saw all the 
utterly confused reporters and law 
officials on television. So here's a 
quick synopsis of the show: A milk- 
shake (Master Shake), a box of fries 
(Frylock), and a meatball (Meatwad) 
live together in New Jersey. Does it 
make sense? No. Is it entertaining? 
Yes. 

Here's nonsensical and entertain- 
ing synopsis #2: On Jan. 31, Boston 
police uncovered several small black 
electronic devices, which they imme- 
diately feared to be explosives. After 
shutting down parts of the public 
transit system as well as northbound 
I-93, several tests were done, includ- 
ing destroying one of the devices 


with a water cannon. It was deter- 
mined that the device was not a 
bomb. So what was it? 

Essentially, a Lite-Brite. The 
black device turned out to be a mag- 
netic tile, with LED lights on the 
front, forming the image of a 
Ignignokt (a Mooninite from Aqua 
Teen Hunger Force) giving the finger 
when lit up. It turns out several of 
these were placed around the city as 
a nontraditional advertising cam- 
paign (a technique known as “gueril- 
la marketing”) for the upcoming 
March release of the Aqua Teen 
movie. 

Boston quickly became the 
laughingstock of the nation once the 
true purpose of the black tiles were 
revealed. Despite the obviously 
harmless nature of the objects, two 
men were arrested for creating an 
“elaborate hoax” and disturbing the 
peace: Peter Berdovsky, 27, and Sean 
Stevens, 28. Both face felony 
charges, and Berdovsky could be 


' deported as a result. 


While it's commendable that 
Boston is alert in our post-9/11 
world, it's also regrettable that alert- 
ness is pushed to the level of para- 
noia. These advertisements were 
placed in nine other cities: New York, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Seattle, Portland, Austin, San 
Francisco, and Philadelphia. They 
had been in place for two to three 
weeks, according to Turner 
Broadcasting, who immediately 
informed Boston police of the adver- 
tising campaign. No other cities felt 
the devices were suspicious in the 
least. Even those unfamiliar with 
Aqua Teen Hunger Force should 
have been able to see the light-up fig- 


This semester, make a 


with your spare time 


To the Editor: 
This semester an Amnesty 
Chapter is being 
formed on the NECC campus. 


Amnesty International (AI) is an 


International 


international organization of 2 mil- 
lion members in 150 countries, 
dedicated to the defense of the prin- 
ciples set forth in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and 
other international standards. 

The work of AI is primarily to 
investigate and campaign against 
human rights violations around the 
world. Members, supporters and 
staff investigate allegations of 
abuses, then mobilize the public to 
put pressure on governments and 
others with influence to stop the 
abuses. Activities range from pub- 
lic demonstrations to letter writing, 
from human rights education to 
fundraising concerts, from targeted 
appeals on behalf of a single indi- 
vidual to global campaigns on a 
specific country or issue, from 
approaches to local authorities to 
lobbying at intergovernmental 
organizations. 

AI started in 1961 when two 
Portuguese students were sentenced 


to seven years’ imprisonment for 
the “crime” of raising a toast to 
freedom. At the time, Portugal was 
under the dictatorial rule of 
Antonio Salazar. Peter Benenson, a 
British lawyer, wrote to the British 
newspaper The Observer, calling 
for an international campaign to 
bombard authorities around the 
world with protests about the “for- 
gotten prisoners.” On May 28, 1961 
the newspaper launched a cam- 
paign, “Appeal for Amnesty 1961,” 
calling on people everywhere to 
protest against the imprisonment of 
men and women for their political 
or religious beliefs — “prisoners of 
conscience.” As a result, thousands 
of readers sent letters of support, 
offers of practical help and details 
about many more prisoners of con- 
science throughout the world. The 
public outcry generated by this 
incident developed into a perma- 
nent, international movement. 

AI is not affiliated with any 
political party in the US or else- 
where. To ensure its independence, 
Amnesty International does not 
seek or accept money from govern- 
ments for its work in documenting 


ure was nothing but a silly cartoon 
character. 

On top of that, Turner has been 
nothing but sympathetic in its 
response to Boston's plight. With 
regard to the advertisement cam- 
paign, Boston mayor Tom Menino 
stated that “I just think this is outra- 
geous, what they've [Turner] done... 
it's all about corporate greed.” 
Corporate greed? Aside from Turner 
calling Menino to apologize, they've 
posted a public apology on 
AdultSwim.com, as well as started 
airing apologetic commercials during 
the late night block. When speaking 
to a friend of this “scandal,” my 
friend said, “Wouldn't it be funny if 
they used clips of the bomb squad 
removing the Mooninite for those lit- 
tle segues into shows?” But even 
though Adult Swim is juvenile in 
nature, they are certainly above 
doing that. In fact, Menino can spout 


all he want about “corporate greed,” » 


but Turner just paid the city of 
Boston $2 million in damages, even 
though the estimated cost was only 
around $500,000. 

Truly, the generation gap has 
been exposed in this fiasco. While 
the younger 20-somethings of the 
world find this amusing, the older 
people of the country seem to really 
view this as an intentional threat. If 
anything, I think it should be viewed 
exactly for what it was: a misunder- 
standing. Boston had a little scare, 
Turner paid the damages, OK, so let's 
just move on with our lives. There's 
no need to try to convict two men 
who were clearly only doing their 
jdbs, nor to continuously bad mouth 
Turner for a misguided advertising 
campaign that, in the end, caused 


difference 


and campaigning against human 
rights abuses. Instead, AI's funding 
depends on the contributions of its 
worldwide membership and on 
donations from the public. 

If you are tired of being 
depressed about injustice, then 
remember that action is a great 
antidote to sadness. Diana 
Redhouse, a British artist, founded 
what may be the first AI local 
group, and designed Al's logo, a 
candle surrounded by barbed wire. 
The image was inspired by an 
ancient proverb: "Better to light a 
candle than curse the darkness." 

We invite you to check out this 
praiseworthy organization 
(amnesty.org). For more informa- 
tion on meeting times, contact fac- 
ulty advisor Mark Palermo at 
mpalermo@necc.mass.edu or club 
Babak 


babakalian@ yahoo.com. 


president Alian at 
Sincerely, 


Mark Palermo 
NECC Faculty Member 


more inconvenience than damage. It 
is this consistent dwelling that por- 
trays Menino as an angry adult, 
embarrassed to have fallen for a 
childish prank. 

Nevertheless, there are things I 
agree with others about: Turner 
should have made known the loca- 
tions of the devices, made the city 


Photo courtesy AdultSwim.com 
Are these the new faces of Al-Qaeda? 


acted more maturely in press confer- 
ences. 

But in the end, however uninten- 
tional, Turner could not have asked 
for a better advertising campaign. 
Now everyone in Boston knows what 
Aqua Teen Hunger Force is, and that 
could mean big bucks for the movie. 
I know I'll be seeing it. 


aware of the campaign itself, and the 
men facing charges should have 


“Quiet, Err. I’m transmitting rage.” 
— Ignignokt 


“| was not put on this earth to listen to meat!” 
— Master Shake 


“If you need anything, you know who to look 
to - someone else!” 
— Carl 


“Hello, Japan? Yes, connect me to Godzilla 
please.” 
— Meatwad 


“You think you’re gonna live forever, but you 
won't. Someone'll kill ya. Someone'll kill ya 
with a knife.” 

— Carl 


“The innocent shall suffer — big time.” 
— Ignignokt 


“That’s not a toy!!!” 
— Frylock © 


“You say that about everything you own. You 
should own toys. They’re fun.” 


— Master Shake 
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__ Opinions 


the MySpace bandwagon 


SO you can comment on my pics (LOL)? 


MySpace is an 
unwanted label for 


our generation 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


Call me old-fashioned, but I still 
remember when the most exciting 
thing to do on the computer was to 
boot up “Age of Empires” and have a 
three-hour gaming binge. But those 
days are gone and this generation has 
found other things to do with their 
personal computers, 
the most popular pas- 
time being wasting 
time on the online 
social networking 
Web site, MySpace. 

For those who are 
unfamiliar with the 
MySpace (who must 
be few), the Web site 
began in July 2003, 
and it allows users to 
create and customize 


their personal pages with their inter- 
ests, pictures, friends, and videos. It 
also enables users to send and receive 
e-mails, post bulletins, and partici- 


pate in forums and surveys. What 
started as basically a secret among 
young people has exploded into a 
massive corporate machine with over 
100 million members, which include 
celebrities like P. Diddy and compa- 
nies like Burger King, all wanting to 
be your “friend.” 

What I find strange is the amount 
of time and interest people are will- 
ing to invest into their MySpace 
experience. I'm not going to lie — I 
have a page, but if I don't receive any 
e-mails, 1 really have no reason to be 
on the Web site for hours on end. 


SSS EWE 


These peoples’ goal in life is to read com- 
ments (they need to feel important), post 
pictures (they feel the need to be seen), and 
post their nauseating sad stories about 
past romantic relationships (to show you 
they have feelings too). 


These peoples' goal in life is to read 
comments (they need to feel impor- 
tant), post pictures (they feel the need 
to be seen), and post their nauseating 
sad stories about past romantic rela- 
tionships (to show you they have 
feelings too). If they aren't busy 
enough with this, then they're filling 
out some extremely annoying survey. 
Whoever came up with these surveys 
has a very distorted and stereotypical 
view of the world. 

What makes this all even more 
laughable is the fact that most of 
these users will claim to be original 
individuals, but 
most pages look 
and contain simi- 
lar traits, the only 
difference being 
the display pic- 
ture. And the best 
part is that this 
generation is 
beginning to be 
known as_ the 
MySpace genera- 


that 


means if you have little or nothing to 


tion, so 
What seems to be the trend are mem- 
bers spending their lives on decorat- do with this phenomenon, you are 
ing their pages and trying to have _ still going to be pegged with the kids 


more comments than the next person. complaining about girlfriends and 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 
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NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) * Tuition Assistanc 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Progra 


m and Much More! 
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Program 


Get up to $23,000 


in College Education Assistance! 


* UPS Eam & Learn Program guidelines apply 


e * Holidays Off 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 
FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
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* place for re 


MySpace.com photo 
Once a place for music, MySpace is now nothing 


more than a breeding ground for attention-mongers. 


listening to the latest trend in indie 
screamo MTV-friendly music. Aren't 
you thrilled? 

Until the Internet becomes bor- 


ing or a new social networking Web 


site renders MySpace obsolete 
(YouTube perhaps?) it will continue 
to be the dominant species on the 
internet for break-up stories and 


comment-hoarding. 
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Bush sends $4.9 trillion request 


High-income 
Medicare recipients 
to pay more for drug 


coverage 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
Associated Press Economics 
Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP)- 
President Bush will ‘send Congress 
a $2.9 trillion spending request 
Monday that seeks billions of dol- 
lars more to fight the Iraq war and 
tries to restrain the spiraling cost of 
the government's big health care 
programs. 

Responding to the new political 
realities of a Democratic-controlled 
Congress, Bush will propose bal- 
ancing the budget in five years, 
matching a goal put forward by 
Democratic leaders. But Bush 
would achieve that feat while pro- 
tecting his cherished first-term tax 
cuts. 

The arrival of the massive four- 
volume set of green budget books, 
which will cover the budget year 
that begins next Oct. 1, will be fol- 
lowed by months of debate in 
Congress. Democrats charged that 
Bush wants to make painful cuts 
across a wide swath of government 
programs to protect his tax cuts and 
to keep funneling money to the 
unpopular Iraq war. 

“It just gives you sticker shock. 
Every time you turn around it's 
another $100 billion,’ Senate 
Budget Committee Chairman Kent 
Conrad, D-N.D., said of Bush's war 
spending. 

The federal deficit hit an all- 
time high under Bush of $413 bil- 


Faculty 


Continued from Page | 


“We have to get better at sched- 
uling classes so that less classes 
will be canceled. Hopefully we 
handle the cuts responsibly so as to 
not effect too many students,” said 
Glenn. 

The Management Committee 
for Employee Relations (MACER) 
is a committee that 


lion in 2004. It has been declining 
since that time and the 2008 budget 
projects it will continue to decline 
and show a surplus in 2012, three 
years after Bush leaves office. 

To accomplish those reduc- 
tions, Bush would allow only mod- 
est growth in the government pro- 
grams outside of defense and 
homeland security. He is proposing 
eliminations or sharp reductions in 
141 government programs, for a 
savings over five years of $12 bil- 
lion, although Congress has reject- 
ed many of the same proposals over 
the-past two years. 

Bush also will seek to trim 
spending on farm subsidies by $18 
billion over five years, mainly by 
reducing pay- 
ments to wealthier 
farmers, an effort 


by the wealthiest Medicare recipi- 
ents, those making more than 
$89,000 annually for individuals 
and $160,000 for married couples. 

More people would be forced to 
pay the higher monthly premiums 
because the administration would 
stop indexing the income levels for 
inflation. Bush also wants to make 
high-income Medicare recipients 
pay more for their drug coverage as 
well as the higher premium they are 
now paying on the insurance for 
doctors' visits. 

These proposals are certain to 
generate stiff opposition in 
Congress, which refused to go 
along with smaller Medicare reduc- 
tions Bush proposed last year. The 
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“I'm under no illusions of how 
hard it's going to be,” he told the 
Democrats. “The only thing I want 
to share with you is ... my desire to 
see if we can't work together to get 
it done.” 

Bush once listed overhauling 
Social Security as the No. 1 domes- 
tic priority of his second term. But 
his effort two years ago to accom- 
plish the overhaul by diverting 
some Social Security taxes into pri- 
vate investment accounts went 
nowhere in Congress even with 
Republicans in control. 

For the first time, Bush will 
spell out details of the spending 
requests for Iraq and Afghanistan in 
the budget books. Previously, he 
has lumped that 
spending into sup- 
plemental requests 


certain to spark . = - with less detail. 
resistance among It Just See ee cs shock. Every Bush said he 
farm state law- time you turn around it’s another $100 would ask for an 
makers. Wh additional $100 
Bush's budget billion billion for Iraq and 
would achieve the global war on 
nearly $100. bil- -Senate Budget Committee Chairman = ‘ts™ this year, 
lion in savings on top of $70 bil- 


over five years by 
trimming increas- 
es in Medicare, the health insur- 
ancé program for 43 million 
retirees and disabled, and Medicaid 
which provides health care to the 
poor. 

The restraints in Medicare 
spending would total $66 billion 
over five years while the savings in 
Medicaid would total $12.7 billion. 
Most of the Medicare savings 
would come in slowing the growth 
of payments to hospitals and other 
health care providers. But $11.5 
billion in savings would come from 
boosting insurance premiums paid 


Kent Conrad, D-N.D. 


administration argues that it is 
seeking to slow the average annual 
increases in Medicare over the next 
10 years to 6.7 percent instead of 
current projections of 7.4 percent. 

The president appealed for 
Democratic support during an 
appearance at a House Democrats' 
retreat on Saturday, saying the gov- 
ernment must do something to 
restrain the soaring costs of costs of 
entitlement spending on health care 
and Social Security before the 
looming retirement of 78 million 
baby boomers. 


lion already 
sought. For 2008, 
that spending would drop to $145 
billion and fall to $50 billion in 
2009, although administration offi- 
cials conceded that the 2008 and 
2009 requests could go higher 
depending on the progress of the 
war effort. 

White House budget director 
Rob Portman said Sunday that the 
spending includes the cost of 
increasing troop strength in Iraq by 
21,500, an increase that opponents 
want Congress to go on record as 
opposing in upcoming nonbinding 
resolutions. The administration 


projects that the troop increase will 
cost $5.6 billion this year, a figure 
that critics say is too low. 

“We believe the president's plan 
will be successful,” Portman said 
on CNN. “We're giving Congress 
exactly what Congress asked for on 
a bipartisan basis, more transparen- 
cy as to our costs and more infor- 
mation.” 

As in past years, the Pentagon 
is scheduled to get a hefty increase 
in spending authority of 11 percent, 
pushing its 2008 budget to $481.4 
billion. 

Bush's budget also includes an 
initiative to expand health care cov- 
erage to the uninsured through a 
complex proposal that would make 
health coverage supplied by 
employers taxable for the first time 
but give all families a $15,000 
deduction in hopes it would 
encourage those who don't get 
health care through their job to sign 
up for coverage. Democrats have 
been highly critical of the plan. 

Critics contend that Bush is 
able to show declining deficits and 
a balance in 2012 by leaving out 
major expenses. Bush does project 
the costs of extending his 2001 and 
2003 tax cuts, which the 
Congressional Budget Office esti- 
mates will cost $2.3 trillion over 10 
years. He only includes a one-year 
fix for the alternative minimum tax, 
which was initially designed to 
make sure the wealthy paid their 
fair share of taxes but is ensnaring 
more middle class wage earners. 

The CBO estimates that just for 
2012, the year Bush's budget goes 
into balance, providing AMT relief 
would cost $49 billion, an amount 
likely to be close to the surplus 
Bush projects for that year. 


seek solutions to cancellations 


ed to organize these courses under 
the assumption that they would run. 
They were canceled shortly there- 
after. He felt this to be unfair, given 
the amount of up front preparation 
necessary in on-line courses. He 
further stated that many students in 
these under-enrolled classes need 
the courses and these cancellations 
undermine the flexibility that had 
always been considered to be an 


count for spring 2007 is +187 or 3 
percent at 6,094 versus 5,907 in the 
spring of 2006. FTE for spring 
2007 is +151.8 or 4.4 percent at 
3562.5 versus 3,410.7 in the spring 
of 2006. FTE means full time 
equivalency, which for state report- 
ing purposes is calculated at 15 
credit hours. That means that all the 
credit hours taken by all students 
are divided by 15 to derive the FTE 

result. This FTE 


meets to present a So count is the high- 
morale issues to est it has ever 
ts ° he 
nce ie _ Some courses need a fair number of * ™ 
According to the e spring since 
MACER notestaken Students to create an ideal environ- 1997. 
at the Jan. 25 meet ment... The most important thing is the Plans to 
ing, many members diminish the 


of the faculty are 
also concerned 
about the cancella- 
tion of, and even not 
opening, “shadow” 
sections of on-line 
classes that have 
customarily been run. One profes- 
sor cited his own situation where in 
prior semesters he had signed the 
“under-enrollment form” for three 
courses. He treated this as a kind of 
good faith agreement and proceed- 


quality of instruction. 


-Lane Glenn, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs 


advantage of distance dearning. 
Despite all the upset on campus 
over this issue, there were actually 
far fewer cancellations this semes- 
ter than four years ago and enroll- 
ment is up from last year. The head- 


number of can- 
celed classes in 


the future are 
now in the 
works. 


Suggestions 
have been made 
that if a section has low enrollment 
numbers this semester, perhaps it 
should not be run again at the same 
time. Lane Glenn is also putting 
together a group of deans to try and 
figure out ways to better schedule 


w Or? 
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Peter Flynn 


classes so that fewer cancellations 
will be made in the future. 

“I'm getting together a group of 
deans to use the technology now 
offered to better predict and moni- 
tor what courses are needed by stu- 
dents and the rate at which they fiil. 


File photo 
Lane Glenn 


They will also look at the programs 
students are in and see which class- 
es they need to graduate. Hopefully 
through this we can bring the per- 
centage of courses canceled down 
even further,” said Glenn. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Corps plan to divert 
levy repair funds 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 
Army Corps of Engineers is propos- 
ing to divert up to $1.3 billion for 
levee repairs from the Mississippi 
River’s East Bank, which was rav- 
aged by Hurricane Katrina, to the 
West Bank, where tens of thousands 
of people have resettled. 

The West Bank was one of the 
only parts of the New Orleans met- 
ropolitan area spared the flooding 
that followed the 2005 hurricane. 
But the levees protecting it — and the 
roughly 250,000 people who live 
there — are inadequate, the corps 
concedes. 

If approved, the plan has the 
potential to slow new levee work on 
the East Bank, where most of New 
Orleans is situated, and pit the city’s 
residents against those on the West 
Bank. 

“T think what the corps is trying 
to do is create some kind of turf 
war,” said state Sen. Derrick 
Shepherd, one of the West Bank’s 
most prominent politicians. 


Increasing flooding 
is damaging 
archaeological sites 
at Valley Forge 


POTTSTOWN, Pa. (AP) - 
Flooding from storms has been 
encroaching on the archaeological 
site at Valley Forge Park, sending 
historici.| artifacts tumbling away in 
the creek, according to park offi- 
cials. 

Standing on the banks of Valley 
Creek near its confluence with the 
Schuylkill River, it is possible to see 
several stone fences and a pipe that 
were part of the grist mill that used 
to stand next to George 
Washington’s headquarters. 

Deirdre Gibson, chief of plan- 
ning and resource management at 
the park, said workers used laser 
technology to record the buried 
ruins while documenting the former 
village. 

“Once we saw it was going to 
go, there wasn’t much we could do 
about it. Now we are watching the 
ruins drop into the creek * Gibson 

The Valley Creek watershed 
encompasses 24 square miles, but 
everything ends up at Valley Forge. 
“We're at the bottom of the pipe,” 
Gibson said. 

The park has also lost a foot- 
bridge and regularly has to use 
sandbags to keep water out of 
Washington’s headquarters. 
Floodwaters have also ripped 
American Indian artifacts out of 
eroding stream banks, routinely pull 
down protective fencing and 
uprooted a concrete fence at an 
overlook. 

Gibson said the park is seeing 
more frequent big storms. “The 
watershed is highly developed. 
Were at the tipping point,” she said. 
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Student Senate takes 
on campus issues 


Student Senate has 
many activities 
planned for this 
semester 


By SARA CODAIR 
News Editor 


The Northern Essex Student 
Senate met last Wednesday, and they 
are actively addressing the shuttle 
bus problem, planning for 
Valentine’s Day, as well as planning 
a bone marrow drive, a table for 
Winter Fest, a visiting speaker and 
two leadership events. 

They have drafted a letter, which 
they will send to the vice president 
of the school. Problems with the 
shuttle bus mentioned in the letter 
include the broken doors, which are 
a safety hazard, lack of seatbelts and 
untidy vans. In the letter, the Senate 
is requesting these problems be 
fixed, and also suggesting the pur- 
chase of another, smaller bus. 

Another issue the Senate dis- 
cussed was the availability of food 
on campus. Colleen O’ Shaughnessy 
said that after 2 p.m., there is no 
place to eat. “I don’t think the cafes 
are open enough — by the time my 
friends and I get out of class, no 
place is open.” 

Adviser Dina Brown said, “They 
do not make enough money between 
three and five to stay open.” She 
continued saying that the food com- 
mittee is experimenting with longer 
hours one night a week with the cafe 
in the Technology Center. She said if 
that is successful, they might con- 


sider staying open. 

O’Shaughnessy is drafting a let- 
ter to the food company for the 
Senate, asking them to try taking a 
look at the hours of the cafes and 
also their menus, which, according 
to O’Shaughnessy, seem to be lack- 
ing on healthy food. 

The Senate is planning major 
Valentine’s Day fund raisers. They 
will be selling long-stemmed roses 
for $48 a dozen, $27 for half a dozen 
and $5 each. Sweetheart roses will 
be $2.50 each. Along with the roses, 
the buyers will have the option of 
buying cards and chocolate bars. 

The chocolate bars may contin- 
ue after Valentine’s Day as a sepa- 
rate fund raiser to raise money for a 
bone marrow drive. The money 
raised from the roses will go to the 
Senate activities budget. 

Lathan Jones-Downing suggest- 
ed the chocolate. Holding an empty 
box, he said, “This box had 30 bars 
in it, and in two days, they are 
gone.” 

There had been debate about 
whether to take and sell photos on 
Valentine’s Day, but ultimately, the 
Senate decided against it, due to lack 
of a portable color printer. 

The Senate will be hosting a 
bone marrow drive on March 25. 
Last year’s drive was for a specific 
person. They are still undecided as 
to whether this year’s drive will be 
for a specific person, or just to get 
potential donors registered and into 
the system. 

There is chance the drive may be 
dedicated to a teenager in Maine, or 
to a baby who has been on TV 
recently who needs a _ donor. 
Whether the drive is for a specific 


person or not, it serves the purpose 
of getting people registered. 

“Out of 100 community mem- 
bers, nine matches were found,” said 
Brown of last year’s drive. 

The Senate will also have a table 
at the Winter Fest. They decided to 
have chocolate fondue at their table, 
and will have both regular and sugar 
free chocolate. 

The Senate will be electing new 
officers and new members. There 
are more people interested in seats 
on the Senate this semester than in 
the past, so there may actually be 
public elections this year, even if it 
is only eight people running for 
seven seats. 

The senate is also working to get 
Team Hoyt to come and speak at 
Northern Essex, and to perhaps do a 
sponsorship with it. According to 
Brown, Team Hoyt is a father who 
runs marathons with his son who is 
in a wheel chair. They also give 
speeches at schools. 

Some Senate members will be 
attending a Community College 
Student Leadership Association con- 
ference at Middlesex Community 
College. There will be a speaker 
who has recently been to Iraq who 
will be talking about Iraq and what 
in his opinion is on what is really 
going on there, based on his own 
experiences. After the speaker there 
will be leadership workshops and 
lunch. 

The Senate wants to get more 
people aware of its existence and 
may start keeping open office hours, 
so students will be able to go to 
them with any complaints or ques- 
tions they might have. 


Club is a campus community 
for Christian students 


By CHRISTINA BONGIORNI 
Contributing Reporter 


The Christian club at NECC 
seeks any type of Christian believ- 
er. Elizabeth Wilcoxson, club leader, 
explains that whether you are 
Catholic or Protestant, the club wel- 
comes you. “It doesn’t really matter 
what type of Christian you are,” said 
Wilcoxson. 

The Christian club plays a role 


as a source of supnort for Christian 


According to Wilcoxson, it 
“absolutely has benefits. The two 
functions both support and bring 
people in.” 

As a member of the Christian 
Club, Heather Groder speaks of 
good experiences. She says that the 
club brought her spiritual comfort, 


giving her a reassurance of not . 


being the only Christian on campus. 

“Tt felt very refreshing,” said 
Groder. She says that it is hard to 
stay strong to Christ, and that 
belonging to this club brings her 
spiritual energy. 

Groder says that the club is 
“small, but growing, turning out to 
be a very supportive group to con- 
fide in.” 

This club collaborates in Bible 
study every other week. In addition 


to this Bible study, the club has fer- 
vent discussions on the book of 
Acts. They also discuss contempo- 
rary interests, such as 
Christian/Muslim worship and 
videos. 

While not offering any actual 
religious services such as confes- 
sion, the Christian Club also has a 
ritual of prayer time. They pray for 
any specific needs that anyone 
might have. 

They have discussed possibly 
meeting with other Christian clubs 
from different schoc ywever, 
this has been difficult to plan and it 
hasn't been scheduled. 

Other plans for the Christian 
Club include a_ speaker, Jim 
Gustafson who is coming on 
February 28 to speak about being a 
Christian in a college environment. 


Sara Codair photo 
Heather Groder 
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(The Christian Club is) small, but 
growing, turning out to be a very 
supportive group to confide in. 


-Heather Groder 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


North Korea must 
dismantle its 
nuclear program 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) - 
North Korea must live up to its 
pledge to fully dismantle its nuclear 
program, the main U.S. envoy to dis- 
armament talks said Sunday, as news 
reports suggested Pyongyang may be 
willing to shut down a key reactor. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Christopher Hill made the comments 
in Seoul, where he met South Korean 
officials to discuss negotiating strate- 
gies before the six-nation talks 
resume in Beijing on Thursday. 

North Korea agreed in September 
2005 to give up its nuclear program 
in exchange for aid and security guar- 
antees. 

“Frankly, we cannot accept any- 
thing less than 100 percent imple- 
mentation of the September state- 
ment,” said Hill, who declined to 
comment on the Japanese news 
reports Sunday. 


US general takes 
command of NATO 
troops in Afghanistan 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
The highest-ranking U.S. general to 
lead troops in Afghanistan took com- 
mand of 35,500. strong NATO-led 
force Sunday, putting an American 
face on the international mission 
after nine months of British com- 
mand. 

Gen. Dan MeNeil replaced 
British Gen. David Richards at the 
helm of NATO’s International 
Security and Assistance Force at a 
time of increased violence and just 
before an expected uptick in fighting 
as spring settles in. 

McNeil, who served as coalition 
forces commander in Afghanistan in 
2002-03, told several hundred people 
gathered for a change-of-command 
ceremony that ISAF’s mission was to 
facilitate Afghanistan’s reconstruc- 
tion so the “Afghan people might 
enjoy self-determination, education, 
health and the peaceful realization of 
their hopes and dreams.” 

“We will quit neither post nor 
mission until the job is done or we 
are properly relieved,” McNeil said. 


Taxi driver 
becomes chili 
eating champion 

MEXICO CITY (AP) - For most 
people, even the sinallest b iW 
chili pepper means a flushed face and a 
rush for a gulp of water. 

But Manuel Quiroz can guzzle 
down dozens of Mexico's spiciest 
chilies, rub them on his skin and even 
squeeze their juice into his eyes with- 
out so much as blinking. 

The 54-year-old Mexico City taxi 
driver said Saturday that he has made 
thousands of dollars with his talent and 
wants to become the world champion 
chili eater. But first he needs to find an 
organization that can crown him with 
that title. 

“Chilies don't sting me. They don't 
affect me. It's just like eating fruit,” 
Quiroz said at a market in the Mexican 
capital. Shoppers stared in amazement 
as he crunched on a habanero, the 
hottest chili pepper Mexico. 
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Foosball 
Tournament 


Thursday, February 8 — 
Foosball Tournament — 
Haverhill Campus, Sport & 
Fitness Center from 12-1 p.m. 
For information on any recre- 
ation or intramural event, 
please see Maureen Saliba in 
D104 or 978/556-3718. 


Skiing 


Saturday, February 10 — 
Skiing — Gunstock. Trip costs 
$50 each student. This includes 
transportation and lift ticket. 
You must bring a valid student 
ID to get a reduced price lift 
ticket. You must sign up and 
pay one week prior to each 
event. For more info or to sign 
up, see Maureen Saliba in 
D104 or call 978-556-3718. 


Winter Fest 


Monday, February 12 — 
Winterfest - Lawrence 
Campus, Dimitry Building 
Atrium from 11 a.m. — Ip,m. 
Students will have an opportu- 
nity to participate in a variety 
of activities, from key tag 
engraving, cacricature artists, 
postcards from around the 
world, and many others. 
Departments from the College 
Life & Healthy Living Unit 
will be there along with Health 
Quarters. There will be nice 
hot soup and cocoa available, 
free with a valid NECC 
College ID. Without ID, event 
will be $1. For more informa- 
tion, please contact Student 
Activities & Orientation at 
978-556-3731. 


Dodgeball 


Tuesday, February 13 — 
Dodgeball — Haverhill Campus, 
Sport & Fitness Center from 
noon -1 p.m.. For information 
on any recreation or intramural 
event, please see Maureen 
Saliba in D104 or 978-556- 
3718. 


Indoor Soccer 


Haverhill Campus, Sport & 
Fitness Center from noon - 1 
p.m. For information on any 
recreation or intramural event, 
please see Maureen Saliba in 
D104 or 978-556-3718. 


Snow Tubing 


Friday, February 16 — 
Snow Tubing - Amesbury 
Sports Park from 4-6 p.m. 
Cost is $12 per person. For 
more information or to sign up, 
see Maureen Saliba in D104 or 
call 978-556-3718. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 


sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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Contemporary Affairs Club 
is back in session 


Contemporary Affairs Club 
elects Danielle Rigo-Reilly 


as new vice president 


BY GREGG COOK 
Contributing Reporter 


A new semester at Northern Essex Community 
College has begun, and the Contemporary Affairs 
club is once again in session. 

The club meets every Wednesday in room C- 
110 from noon to | p.m. and focuses on topics such 
as current events, politics, and philosophical issues 
and ideas. 

The first meeting was held this past 
Wednesday on Jan. 31, 2007, and some interesting 
events took place. 

Club president David Coman-Hidy pointed out 
that there was no longer a vice president to help 
him, so a democratic election took place. 

The vice president is responsible for running 
club meetings in the president’s absence as well as 
coordinating club direction and activities with him 
and the club advisor, Professor Steve Russell. 

Club members interested in taking on the 
responsibilities of the position were asked to make 
themselves known and were then voted upon. 
Danielle Rigo-Reilly unanimously won the vote. 

Other topics of the first meeting were related to 
funding and what events and topics can be expect- 
ed this year. Fundraisers will be held, the first of 
which looks to be a bake sale. 

Club president Coman-Hidy approves of this 


President David Coman-Hidy, left, 


Professor Steve Russell. 


idea, as he says a bake sale “seems nice and demo- 
cratic.” Club members agree. 

Topics that may be touched upon are immigra- 
tion, the war in Iraq, global warming, and such 
events as members talking about their favorite 
presidential candidates or even a mock trial of 
President Bush. 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 


Danielle Rigo-Reilly, center, with 


The club plans to discuss how religion and pol- 
itics intersect, and in April the club will focus on 
environmental awareness. 

The Contemporary Affairs Club often sponsors 
a few trips for its members, some of which may be 
to local sites of interest, like the Massachusetts 
State House or Lowell Historic Park. 


States revolt against 
national driver’s license 


Lawmakers express concern 
over high cost and threat 
to citizens’ privacy 


By LESLIE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A revolt against a 
national driver’s license, begun in Maine last 
month, is quickly spreading to other states. 

The Maine Legislature on Jan. 26 over- 
whelmingly passed a resolution objecting to the 
Real ID Act of 2005. The federal law sets a 
national standard for driver’s licenses and 
requires states to link their record-keeping sys- 
tems to national databases. 

Within a week of Maine’s action, lawmakers 
in Georgia, Wyoming, Montana, New Mexico, 
Vermont and Washington state also balked at 
Real ID. They are expected soon to pass laws or 
adopt resolutions declining to participate in the 
federal identification network. 

“It’s the whole privacy thing,” said Matt 
Sundeen, a transportation analyst for the 
National Conference of State Legislatures. “A 
lot of legislators are concerned about privacy 
issues and the cost. It’s an estimated $11 billion 
implementation cost.” 

The law’s supporters say it is needed to pre- 
vent terrorists and illegal immigrants from get- 
ting fake identification cards. 

States will have to comply by May 2008. If 
they do not, driver’s licenses that fall short of 
Real ID’s standards cannot be used to board an 
airplane or enter a federal building or open 
some bank accounts. 

About a dozen states have active legislation 
against Real ID, including Arizona, Georgia, 
Hawaii, Massachusetts, Missouri, New 


Hampshire, Oklahoma, Utah and Wyoming. 

Missouri state Rep. James Guest, a 
Republican, formed a coalition of lawmakers 
from 34 states to file bills that oppose or protest 
Real ID. 

“This is almost a frontal assault on the free- 
doms of America when they require us to carry 
a national ID to monitor where we are,” Guest 
said in an interview Saturday. “That’s going too 
far.” 


meen 


This is almost a 
frontal assault on the 
freedoms of America 
when they require us to 
carry a national ID to 
monitor where we are. 

— Missouri State Rep. 

James Guest 


Guest proposed a resolution last week 
opposing Real ID and said he expects it quickly 
to pass the Legislature. “This does nothing to 
stop terrorism,” he said. “Don’t burden the 
American people with this requirement to carry 
this ID.” 

Though most states oppose the law, some 
such as Indiana and Maryland are looking to 
comply with Real ID, Sundeen said. 

The issue may be moot for states if 
Congress takes action. 

Republican Sen. John Sununu of New 


Hampshire, along with Democratic Sen. Daniel 
Akaka of Hawaii, filed a bill last year to repeal 
the law. Sununu expects similar legislation will 
be introduced soon. 

“The federal government should not be in 
charge of defining and issuing drivers’ licens- 
es,” Sununu said in a statement. 

Privacy advocates say a national driver’s 
license will promote identity theft. 

Barry Steinhardt, a lawyer with the 
American Civil Liberties Union, said the Real 
ID ordered by Congress would require a digital 
photo and probably a fingerprint on each dri- 
ver’s license or state-issued ID card. That, he 
said, will make it more valuable to identity 
thieves because the ID card will be accepted as 
much more than a driving credential. 

“It’s going to be a honey pot out there that’s 
going to be irresistible to identity thieves,” 
Steinhardt said. 

An identity thief, he said, could buy a Real 
ID from a rogue motor vehicle department 
employee with is own photo and fingerprint on 
it. 

“The victim is never going to be able to 
undo this,” Steinhardt said. 

Other criticisms include: 

—Some states will have to invest millions in 
new computer systems that can communicate 
with federal databases. That is something they 
probably will not accomplish by the deadline. 

—It will be difficult to comply with the 
requirement that license applicants prove they 
are in the country legally. There are more than 
100 different immigration statutes, Steinhardt 
said, which will pose problems for motor vehi- 
cle clerks unfamiliar with immigration law. 

—It does not solve the problem of terrorism. 
Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh and 
some of the hijackers from the attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001, had legitimate driver’s licenses. 
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HAVERHILL CAMPUS 
C210 - SPURK BUILDING 


antl 


NOW OPEN! 


Walk in schedule — no appointment necessary! 


MONDAY- 11:00AM-1:00PM 
TUESDAY — 10:00AM — 1:00PM 
5:00 PM-7:00PM. 
WEDNESDAY - 10:00AM — 1:00PM 

THURSDAY- 10:00AM-1:00PM 
FRIDAY-10:00AM-12:00PM 


cademic Resource 


Tutoring Center 


WRITING LAB FOR COLLEGE LEVEL COURSES 


LAWRENCE CAMPUS 


LIBRARY 


TUESDAY—2:00PM-4:00PM 
WEDNESDAY-10:AM-12;00PM 
THURSDAY ~ 2:00PM-4:00PM 


Bush and Clinton to 
speak to UNH grads 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) — Two for- 
mer presidents will give the com- 
mencement address at the University of 
New Hampshire's graduation in May. 

Presidents George H.W. Bush and 
Bill Clinton are scheduled to speak at 
the May 19 event, the university 
announced Tuesday. 

“The world as we know it has 
changed remarkably since these two 
world leaders visited the Granite State, 
and in the ways it has changed for the 
better, both President Bush and 
President Clinton are largely responsi- 
ble for the good,” said UNH Interim 
President J. Bonnie Newman. 

Then-Vice President Bush gave the 
keynote address at UNH's 1987 com- 


mencement. Clinton campaigned on 
campus during his two presidential 
runs. 

The two ex-presidents, who ran 
against each other in 1992, have 
worked together since Clinton left 
office in 2000. They helped raise funds 
for recovery from 2004's Asian tsunami 
and 2005's Hurricane Katrina. 

“In today's political climate, these 
two men remind all of us of what peo- 
ple can accomplish to promote toler- 
ance and bipartisanship, and they lead 
by example,” Newman said in a state- 
ment. “It is a deep privilege for our stu- 
dents and their families and the campus 
community to hear a message of hope, 
partnership and action.” 


Johansson, Stiller to 
receive Harvard awards 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) — Ben 
Stiller and Scarlett Johansson are this 
year's recipients of the annual Hasty 
Pudding awards, given by a student 
drama group at Harvard University. 

The awards, announced Monday, 
are given to performers who have made 
a “lasting and impressive contribution 
to the world of entertainment” by Hasty 


Pudding Theatricals, the nation's oldest 
undergraduate drama troupe. 

Johansson, 22, will lead a parade 
through Cambridge on Feb. 15, then 
attend a roast in her honor and receive 
the “Pudding Pot.” The ceremony for 
Stiller, 41, is Feb. 23. 

Last year's honorees were Halle 
Berry and Richard Gere. 


The Academic Resource and Tutoring Center is pleased to announce the College Level 
Writing Lab, staffed by the English Department faculty and Paraprofessional Tutors. 
Services are available for students enrolled in college level courses to provide assistance 


with research papers, essays, term papers, etc. 


PILATES 


Monday’s & Wednesday’s 


Fitness Center, D-129 


Spm — 6pm 


$1.00 per class 


Legal experts say 
bomb scare case 
will be hard to prove 


BOSTON (AP) — Some legal 
experts say prosecutors will have a hard 
time proving that two men intended to 
cause a scare when they planted blink- 
ing electronic devices around Boston in 
a publicity stunt for a cartoon show. 

They say the key difficulties prose- 
cutors face are demonstrating that the 
men intended to cause fear, and that the 
devices, which depict a cartoon charac- 
ter, looked dangerous. The state must 
prove both to win felony convictions 
for placing a hoax device, the experts 
said. 

“Their intent was to place these 
devices as part of an admittedly idiotic 
advertising campaign,” said defense 
attomey Edward P. Ryan Jr., a former 
president of the Massachusetts Bar 
Association. “Just because people got 
scared doesn't mean there was intent.” 

Peter Berdovsky, 27, and Sean 
Stevens, 28, were paid to place the 
devices to promote a television show 
on the Turner Broadcasting System 
subsidiary Cartoon Network, and even 
took videos documenting their work. 

David White-Lief, the state bar's 
president-elect and a Boston lawyer, 
said the lighted boxes probably do not 
meet the state statute's definition of a 
hoax device, which must resemble an 
“infernal machine,” which he said 


“look like piles of dynamite, or a sim- 
ulated Molotov cocktail.” 

The devices in Boston, which dis- 
played a boxy-looking cartoon char- 
acter giving the finger, “looked like 
toys,” said White-Lief. 

More than three dozen electronic 
signs were placed in high-profile 
spots in Boston weeks before authori- 
ties responded Wednesday. 
Authorities shut down highways, 
bridges and river traffic while bomb 
squads checked out devices that 
turned out to be harmless. There was 
barely a stir in nine other cities across 


the country where similar devices 
: 


were placed. 

Berdovsky and Stevens pleaded not 
guilty Thursday and were released on 
$2,500 bail. They face up to five years 
in prison if convicted. 

At the arraignment, Assistant 
Attorney General John Grossman 
focused on a device that had been 
placed on a highway support beam, 
saying police believed it might have 
been a bomb because it contained a 
cylinder wrapped in duct tape, a power 
source and a circuit board. 

“It's clear the intent was to get 
attention by causing fear and unrest that 
there was a bomb in that location,” 
Grossman said. 
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Make your voice heard. 


No registration required 


See Page 2 for instructions on how to 
SPONSORED BY THE NECC COLLEGE LIFE AND HEALTHY LIVING UNIT, WELLNESS & FITNESS CENTER IN THE 


DIVISION OF STUDENT SERVICES AND ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT submit a letter to the Observer. 
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NECC nursing director named 
to Massachusetts State Boar 


Group comprised 
of 17 members and 
Mass. residents 


By JEssIcA DEMARCO 
Features Editor 


Anne Zabriske, director of the 


NECC nursing program, has 
recently been named to the 
Massachusetts Board of 


Registration in Nursing by former 
Mass. governor Mitt Romney. 

Zabriske will represent the 
associate degree member of the 
Board. “The purpose of the board is 
to protect the health, safety, and 
welfare of the state,” said Zabriske. 

The Board meets in Boston 
each month to conduct its business. 
Some activities of the Board 
include: 

— Approving and monitoring 
nursing education programs 

~ Issuing nursing licenses 

— -Investigating and taking 
action on complaints concerning 
the performance and conduct of 
licensed nurses 

- Issuing advisory rulings that 
guide nursing practice and educa- 
tion 

— Creating, amending, adopt- 
ing, repealing and enforcing regu- 
lations it deems necessary for the 
protection of the public health, 


GG 


I was very interested in this position. 
This is such a challenging time in 
healthcare and nursing. I hope to con- 
tribute to the future direction of nurs- 


ing. 


-Anne Zabriske 


Director of the NECC nursing program 


safety, and welfare. 

In order to become qualified to 
apply to the Board you have to hold 
a nursing degree and have at least 
eight years of experience. 

“I was very interested in this 
position. This is such a challenging 
time in healthcare and nursing. I 
hope to contribute to the future 
direction of nursing,” said 
Zabriske. 

Zabriske has been a nursing 
educator for approximately 30 
years. Although she has worked in 
baccalaureate nursing education, 
the majority of her time has been in 


associate degree education. For 
close to five years she has served as 
the director of the nursing program 
at NECC. Prior to that, she was 
chair of nursing education at 
Bunker Hill Community College, 
and served on the faculty of a vari- 
ety of nursing departments in 
Massachusetts as well as at the 
University of North Carolina in 
Wilmington. 

“All of the years I've worked in 
this occupation have been very 
rewarding. I see this as an opportu- 
nity to pay back the occupation,” 
said Zabriske. 


~ ik 
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Anne Zabriske, Director of Nursing at Northern Essex 


Community College. 


Alternative travel destinations 
becoming more common for Spring Break 


By JAY CLARKE 
McCuiatcuy NEWSPAPERS 


Unlike the backpacking travel- 
ers of earlier generations, who stuck 
mostly to Western Europe, Foley 
ranges far afield. She has trekked 
through Eastern Europe, Asia, 
Australia and New Zealand — and so 
have many of her peers. 

Visiting such nontraditional des- 
tinations is a growing phenomenon 
among today's young travelers. Yes, 
they still love the old favorites — 
London, Paris, Amsterdam and 
Rome — but then they reach beyond. 
They head for Eastern Europe, espe- 
cially Croatia, say editors at the 
popular Let's Go student travel 
guidebooks. They go to Africa and 
Asia, to South America and 
Oceania. Thanks to cheap fares, 
they're as likely to jet around a con- 
tinent as take the train. They book 
their trips online, not through a tray- 
el agency, and they keep in touch 
with home via text messages, not 
postcards. 

“Not only are today's youth 
more technologically savvy than 
most adults, they are also more like- 


ly to be willing to travel to places 
that may have intimidated older 
generations,” said Debbie Gibb, 
marketing director of the nonprofit 
Student and Youth Travel 
Association (SYTA). 

“We've seen a large growth in 
nontraditional travel — adventure 
and volunteer travel,” said Kristen 
Celko, vice president of marketing 
for STA Travel, one of the largest 
youth-travel companies. “They go to 
Costa Rica for a conservation pro- 
ject, to Africa to help in orphanages, 
to China to work with pandas.” 

The _helping-others trend 
extends to spring break. “Today's 
kids are more conservative than the 
1990s _partyers,” says Michael 
Palmer, executive director of SYTA. 
“There are fewer party trips, more 


- educational and multipurpose trips. 


I have a 21-year-old daughter who 
went on spring break to New 
Orleans to do Katrina cleanup. 
There are more of those kinds of 
spring breaks, and both parents and 
kids want them.” 

Most youths aged 18-26, how- 
ever, travel independently, says 
Palmer, executive director of SYTA. 
Many are like Foley, who has trav- 


eled with companions but doesn't 
mind going it alone. “You can 
change plans whenever without dis- 
rupting others, you get to see things 
that a group doesn't,” said Foley, 
who is 26 and lives in Canton, Mass. 
“You also learn to handle unexpect- 
ed situations by yourself and you 
test your limits.” 

Hostels are the lodging of 
choice for most backpackers, and 
they too have changed over the 
years. “Today's hostels have Internet 
cafes and WiFi. ‘Old barracks-type 
places are falling away; new hostels 
provide individual rooms or those 
that sleep four at most,” said Palmer. 

Foley said she paid an average 
of about $20 a night in European 
hostels, much less in Asia. But she 
also splurged ($40) on one in Italy 
that was “nicer than a_ hotel.” 
Overall, she admits spending more 
than other backpackers, “about $50 
to $60 a day. That's pretty high.” 

Most students visiting Europe 
travel by rail, but pricing has 
become more convoluted this year. 
Where once there was a single 
Eurailpass, now there are dozens of 
options, one of which is that the 
issuers may change prices during 


the year. In addition to the basic 
Eurailpass, most European countries 
now offer their own railpasses, so 
there are dozens of passes out there. 
Result: Young travelers need to have 
a very good idea where they want to 
go before commiting to a railpass. 

Pass prices for 2007 have 
increased slightly from 2006, per- 
haps | or 2 percent. For youths plan- 
ning to visit a few countries, the 
Eurail Select Youth Pass is a good 
option, as it offers travel between 
three to five bordering countries. 
Sample prices: one person riding 
trains to three bordering countries 
for five days within two months, 
$264; 10 days travel, $397. Prices 
higher for more countries, more 
days of travel. 

Rail Europe's Web _ site, 
www.raileurope.com, also lists spe- 
cial promotions and links to such 
sites as www.myisic.com, where 
students can obtain the all-important 
student identity card ($22), which 
gets youths discounts to museums 
and other facilities, and to 
www.hostelworld.com, where one 
can book hostels. 

This kind of travel is best for 
college-age youths, as few kids 


under 18 go on independent trips 
anywhere. They travel in supervised 
groups, and their numbers also are 
on the rise. 

Not only that. “Kids are travel- 
ing at an earlier age than any in the 
past — even under 10 years old,” said 
Palmer. Eighth graders are tops in 
sheer numbers of young travelers, 
he said. Most under-18s_ travel 
domestically, the favorites being 
Washington, New York and 
Orlando. 

Two forms of educational travel 
for collegians haven't changed 
much: semesters abroad and seago- 
ing schooling. 

Many students get their first 
taste of foreign stays when they take 
a semester of courses at a European 
university. Typically, this is offered 
by many American schools and 
comes between students’ junior and 
senior years. 

Wherever students go, however 
they go, the idea is the same: to 
come home a little more worldly, 
mature and confident. But wisdom 
isn't all they may find, it seems. 
Cupid often joins the trip. 


> 
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Lifelong Learning program 
receives $2500 grant 


Griffin-White 
Foundation helps 
senior program 


By JEssIcCA DEMARCO 
Features Editor 


LifeLong Learning, NECC's 
senior community program, recent- 
ly received a $2500 grant from the 
Griffin-White Foundation. The 
donation was made for the 2006- 
2007 season. 

The Griffin-White Foundation's 
purpose is to provide funds and 
benefit programs for the elderly. 
“We are pleased to provide finds for 
the college since it does so much 
for the City of Haverhill,” said Don 
Nolet, president of the Foundation. 

The donation will help the pro- 
gram afford better speakers and 
events, previously it was run off of 
the $1 admission charge. 

“This semester it will be differ- 
ent because I can afford much 
more,” said Charlene Boucher, 
Lifelong Learning Coordinator. The 
program starts up in March and 
runs through July and then starts 
back up in September. 

In March, the group will take a 
trip to a chocolate factory in 
Manchester, N.H. “They're going to 
be using the conveyor belt like 
Lucy and Effell — whatever they 
can't box they will ea,t” said 
Boucher. 

“It's become a social event. 
They love this building; they feel 
special coming to this beautiful 
place,” said Boucher. 

This semester’s Lecture Series 
will include such topics as Holistic 
Healthcaré, The Minstrel, Birds and 
their Songs, and Flowers. Trips that 
are being planned are the Peabody 


Attendees Fran Rubin and Irene Palaima 


Essex Museum Trip, and the 
Chocolate Factory Trip. 

Lifelong Learning offers class- 
es such as Computer Basics, 
Welcome to the Internet, and 
genealogy classes. 

The group holds discussion 


groups on current events, genealo- 


gy, and book society meetings. 


To find out more about Lifelong 
Learning contact Charlene 
Boucher at 978 556 3825 


" “pat 
me 


Red Hatter attending Lifelong Learning 


Christmas 2006 Party held at Edgewood Communities, over 200 people attended 


Canceled classes 


won t stop the 
Dance Club 


By KELSEY KANE 
Contributing Reporter 


After 33 years of beautifully 
choreographed performances, 
excited dancers with their hearts 
racing wait in anticipation for their 
time to shine on stage. The theater 
seats fill with fellow students curi- 
ous to see what the annual spring 
show, Stillpoint, has planned for 
this year. It seems that the once so 
popular dance program, is sadly 
dying out. 

Tt all goes back to Professor 
Elaine Mawhinney, who started the 
dance program back in 1974. 
Although she retired as a full-time 
professor a long time ago, she still 
remains committed to seeing the 
dance program and Stillpoint carry 
on. 

Professor Susan Sanders, the 
new Coordinator of Dance, feels 
the same way. “I am committed to 
seeing that tradition continue,” she 
says. 
Although Sanders has never 
taught dance herself, she has been 
the Coordinator of Theater for 
many years and has been in charge 
of the lighting for Stillpoint since 
1982. 

She is an essential addition to 
the dance program, dealing with 
scheduling, advisees and all of the 
part-time dance instructors. 

“I took on this responsibility 
because I want the dance program 
to continue,” said Sanders. 

Unfortunately, a significant 
number of dance classes had to be 
cancelled this semester due to low 
enrollment. In certain cases it’s due 
to students putting off registration 
until the last minute, therefore not 
being able to get into courses which 
are already full, or courses already 
canceled due to low enrollment. 


Sanders hopes to change this 
outcome for next semester by 
“working with the instructors and 
the administration to increase the 
enrollment in the arts at NECC.” 

Out of 15 dance courses that 
have been offered before at 
Northern Essex, only two are being 
taught this semester. Everyone 
involved in the dance program at 
NECC hopes enrollment won’t be 
an issue next semester. 

Although some of the courses 
haven’t been entirely full, the 
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I took on this responsibility because I 
want the dance program to continue. 


-Prof. Susan Sanders 


Dance Club still remains a very 
active student activity. The 
club focuses on learning new 
danees and strives to put 
Stillpoint together in time for 
spring. 

Dance Club meets every 
Monday at noon in the dance 
studio (room D-154) on the 
Haverhill campus. Anyone is 
welcome to join. All you need 
to bring is your love and pas- 
sion for dance. 


Jazz | students perform their dance routine for their teacher, Stephanie Morris. 


Limber up your fingers, gamers, for Mortal Kombat 


By ALLISON BOISSONEAU 
Contributing Reporter 


The Mortal Kombat franchise 
has been around for a multitude of 
years. The fighting game series has 
become very popular, spawning one 
sequel after another and gaining a 
good deal of controversy and media 
attention for its extreme violent 
fighting styles. 

The latest in the franchise is 
Mortal Kombat Armageddon. I had 
the recent luxury of playing it. 

Mortal Kombat Armageddon 
has a new range of characters. A 
large amount of playable fighters 
have been added to the game. We 
have new characters such as Blaze, 
the large creature made of fire and 
Moloch, a hulking blue demon as 
well as Nitara, who is a beautiful 
female vampire with giant bat 
wings. They have their own back- 
stories respectively. 


The game serves up a total of 
62 characters that you can choose 
from. 

Each character is beautifully 
detailed and rendered with astound- 
ing 3-D graphics. 

The game also 
allows the option 
to earn points to 
unlock alternative 
costumes and con- 
cept art. There is 


modify your character’s clothing, 
hair, eyes, face shape, and body 
shape. You can even give your char- 
acter a name and_ biography. 
Basically, you can use your creative 
and innovative streak in this game 


Se AT | EEE Seale 


Sheeva was my favorite character, and 
she still is, but she looks like a ridicu- 


certain combos. You also have to be 
faster. This game mandates a need 
for speed when it comes to your fin- 
gers. It’s more complicated than the 

older games. - 
For all the older fans of the 
game, do _ not 


worry! Favorite 
characters have 
returned. Shao 


Kahn, Liu Kang, 
Smoke, Kitana, and 


also. a_ small ri A her evil twin 
Mortal Kombat lously ornate Amazon queen in this Milena, and 
racing game in game. Sheeva are still in 
which you. can the game - 


play your favorite 
character as they 
race in go-karts in 
vast, surreal, 3-D 
landscapes. 

The racing game is extremely 
entertaining. While playing this 
game, players also have the option 
to create their own character. I 
loved this feature because you can 


as well. 

The game play in Armageddon 
is more difficult than in the older 
games. You cannot just mash but- 
tons and expect to win. Certain but- 
tons have to be pressed to achieve 


although some of 
the characters have 
been given differ- 
ent appearances. 

Sheeva has been changed a 
great deal. She is no longer a just a 
simple assassin. This time, they’ve 
decked her out in gaudy gold armor. 
That’s probably the only complaint 
I have against the game. 


was my favorite charac- 
ter and she still is, but she looks like 
a ridiculously ornate, heavily deco- 
rated Amazon queen in this game. 
Overall, the game is some- 

thing that is worth playing and 
worth the money. 

I recommend this game for any- 
one, whether you like video games 
or not. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


‘She gives you freedom to be creative’ 


Lindsay McCulloch 
loosens the reins on 
her students 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Linda Germain, Painting II stu- 
dent, pulled out her painting and pre- 
sented it to her teacher. Professor 
Lindsay McCulloch seemed to be 
hypnotized by the painting, as she 
expressed to her student how happy 
she was that the assignment was 
taken to heart. 

“You can tell she’s passionate 
about what she does,” says Mike 
Gould, a student of McCulloch. 

On Sept.1, 2006, Virginia native 
Lindsay McCulloch became 
NECC’s newly appointed Visual 
Arts Coordinator and the only full 
time faculty member of the NECC 
art department. 

In addition to coordinating the 
art program, McCulloch teaches a 
full load of courses that include 
Painting I, Painting Il, Drawing II 
and Portfolio for Visual Arts. 

McCulloch is also an academic 
adviser to her students. 

Evan Antone, student at NECC, 
recently turned to McCulloch for 
guidance with enrolling for classes. 
Although McCulloch was not his 
assigned adviser, Antone says, “She 
could have easily made me go some 
where else. She genuinely wanted to 
help.” 

Typically, a workload of this 
extent may be a bit overwhelming, 
but McCulloch is an overachiever. 

“People are always surprised to 
see how driven I am,” says 
McCulloch. 

McCulloch began her education 
as a student of the University of 
Virginia where she received an 
undergraduate degree in both art and 
Italian. She then made the transition 
north, to receive her Master of Fine 
Arts in painting from Boston 
University. 

McCulloch taught at Boston 
University as well as at the 
University of Virginia before she 
attained her current position at 
NECC. 

McCulloch says she could not 
have passed up the offer. 

“I’m definitely proud to be 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 


Professor Lindsay McCulloch, left, reviews student Linda Germain’s homework assignment. 


here,” she says. 

In spite of her long list of 
impressive accomplishments, 
McCulloch admits that her road to 
success was not always smooth. 

As a freshman at the University 
of Virginia, McCulloch enrolled as a 
chemistry major in hopes of pursu- 
ing a career in art reconstruction. 
Uninspired by the methodical aspect 
of chemistry, McCulloch rarely 
attended her chemistry classes. 
Instead, she found herself focusing 
and excelling more in her art and 
Italian classes. 

When asked if she believed that 
her personal experiences enabled her 
to more closely relate to the difficult 
situations her students face, a modest 
McCulloch responded, “I hope so.” 


Student’s reactions to 
McCulloch have been positive. 

Mindi Holland, a student in 
McCulloch’s Painting II class, says, 
“She gives you the freedom to be 
creative,” Holland added that there 
are guidelines, but no restrictions. 

When asked of McCulloch’s 
method of teaching, student Candice 
Cote says, “She spends a lot longer 
on constructive criticism, which is a 
really good thing; it helps with your 
technique.” 

Holland agreed, saying, “She’s 
wicked helpful; she makes sure you 
progress throughout the year. She’s 
got skills.” 

McCulloch’s artistic _ talents 
seem to be genetic; her mother is an 
art teacher at the elementary/middle 


school level. As an only child, 
McCulloch says that her mother kept 
her busy by setting her up with dif- 
ferent art projects. 

These days McCulloch spends 
her spare time the same way. 

“T absolutely love to draw,” says 
McCulloch. 

McCulloch also enjoys print- 
making, “I’m really serious about 
both those things,” she says. 

McCulloch also plans on keep- 
ing the NECC art community busy 
this spring with several upcoming 
events. 

McCulloch plans on having 
internationally known artist, Ed 
Smith, visit NECC. There will also 
be a juried student art show, as well 
as portfolio day, where colleges from 


the region will view student portfo- 
lios and provide feedback to the stu- 
dents. 

McCulloch is presently working 
on opening a student art gallery in 
the Tech. Center on campus. The ff 
entire art department was informed 
recently that all the bulletin boards ff 
hanging throughout the campus were | 
in violation of a fire code and must 
be reduced by 10 percent. The art 
gallery will be part of the solution to 
the problem of limited display room 
for student art. 

McCulloch is constantly striving 
to come up with new ideas to keep 
NECC’s art community fulfilled. “I 
want. to see the program keep getting 
stronger for the students.” 


Where have all the rockers gone? 


By MICHAEL PRAIANO 
Contributing Reporter 


Rock ‘n’ roll: A mindless craft, 
or a secret society for spastic, intel- 
lectual, sexual beings that have a 
natural ability for showmanship 
and a neverending onslaught of 
melodies that constantly burn 
through their brain? 

It was my intent to give you 
that dirty, unpolished, and wild 
view of the best local clubs that 
hide the best local music around 
New England. 

However, frustration and 
heartache has taken its toll and I am 
left scratching my head with little 
faith in the adventures of going out 
to see local music. 

Yesterday, our parents could 
see in rock ‘n’ roll something new, 


something real. Today, a futile 
attempt at rockin’ and more of an 
emphasis on faux debauchery, not 
nearly enough about almost bleed- 
ing to death on stage, but still man- 
aging to finish the entire set list like 
that guy did. 

What was his name? 

Oh yeah, Iggy Pop. 

Mr. Pop was a rock ‘n’ 
roll terrorist with an agen- 
da to make the warm, 
happy, and safe venue you 
made it to into a minefield 
of complete confusion and 
absolute danger. 

“I want you to 
‘gimme’ danger.” Give me 
that “raw power,” young 
musician. 

My obsession is prowling for a 
great show, a decent venue, some 
new blood. It seems that good “do 


it yourself” rock shows are a con- 
cept of the past. 

Now, I know some of you will 
say that the punk show you set up 
at he VFW was insane and every- 
thing, but if your parents drove you 


a 


I'm growing tired of hearing the same 
old ridiculous bands, the type of guys 
who hate the taste of beer, but just feel 
edgy with a twisted tea at the after party. 


to the VFW to play your set and 
then arrived shortly after to pick 
you up so you were home before 
the street lights came on, just save 


your breath. 

I'm growing tired of hearing 
the same old ridiculous bands, the 
type of guys who hate the taste of 
beer, but just feel edgy with a twist- 
ed tea at the after party. I’m not 
quite feeling that 45- 
minute set of Black Flag 
B-sides ether. 

All you dirty little 
musicians are snatching 
my hard earned, just 
above minimum wage 
earnings from my wallet. 
The last seven bucks I 
have. 

Do me a favor and just 
send me a memo to stay at 
home and spend the last 
seven bucks I have on two packs of 
smokes. It would do me quite well, 
rather than succumbing to your 
form of highway robbery. 


I won’t be too ignorant; at least 
Pll try. 

I have made my journey 
throughout New England and have 
seen some pretty pleasurable local 
punk, metal, folk, indie and what- 
ever bands out there. I just have yet 
to find many in the last few years. 

So please, I beg you, if the next 
Keith Richards is at Northern 
Essex, come out form the shadows 
and lead the crusade in ending 
mediocre music around here. Show 
me the light, god of the strings. 

I will leave you with the very 
clever words of a band that is a per- 
fect example of irrelevance, not 
locally, but in the history of music 
culture. 

As Dee Snider and his band of 
fellow Twisted Sisters would say; 
“T wanna rock!” 
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Come one, come all... 


...to “The Great 
Boston Burlesque 
Exposition”’! 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Contributing Reporter 


Now maybe it’s just me, but 
January has seemed like a fairly 
long and dreary drudge in the sud- 
denly cold-gripped northeast. 
February doesn’t look like it’s 
going to be that much better — just 
colder, more ice, and more bore- 
dom. 

So once we get over the joy of 
the big red Hallmark holiday itself, 
what will we do? Well folks I’m 
going to be at “The Great Boston 
Burlesque Exposition!” 

Apparently Boston has a rich 
history of burlesque. This doesn’t 
surprise me in the least but I had no 
idea. Just look at the line up: more 
than two dozen performers, a 
sideshow, classes, shopping, and 
it’s all hosted by the culture guy 


from Queer Eye for the Straight 


Guy. 
What is burlesque you ask? 
The American Heritage 
Dictionary of the English 


Language, Fourth Edition, defines 
burlesque as “A variety show char- 
acterized by broad ribald (That 
means vulgar) comedy, dancing, 
and striptease.” 

Sounds like 
fun! 

Want to try 
burlesque? 


Well guess 
what folks. 
Now is your 


chance, as part 
of the conven- 


tion they have _pursuit? 
a series of 
classes and 
demonstra- 
tions. Some notable examples 
include, Burlesque Basics, 


Shameless Self-Promotion, Belly 
Dancing, and Introduction to 
Acrobatics. 

Now for a quick digression into 


sideshows and_ the 
American media. 
Sideshows hold a warm place in 
my heart. In the words of Denis 
Leary; perhaps the greatest scholar 
of our times, “it’s in or around the 
cockles of my heart.” I respect any- 
one who will do things other people 
will not, for cash. If you’re willing 
to hammer a nail into your nose, or 


Sao ee Se rarer 


People will do anything to make money 
and not have to work a real job. 


Come to think of it, is there any nobler 


drive a bicycle spoke through your 
bicep, then you have more guts than 
me and I'll give you $5 for it. 

The sideshow is entertainment 
in its purest form. No heady, 
thought-provoking plots = 


nature of 


Shakespeare or interpretive dance 
this is not. You simply sit there and 
watch as someone pushes the limits 
of the human mind and body. 

The sideshow is more American 
than hotdogs or apple pie, because 
it speaks to the very nature of our 
culture, i.e. people will do anything 
to make money and not have to 
work a real job. 

Come to think of 
it, is there any nobler 
pursuit? 

The very nature of 
business is to get as 
much money as possi- 
ble for doing the least 
amount of work. These 
people really have it 
figured out. I enjoy 
burlesque for the same 
reason: It is an unpre- 
tentious straight shot 
of American honesty. 

Certainly as a former magician 
and humble wannabe vaudevillian 
veteran, I am trying to sell you on 
this for the good of my kin. But 
vaudeville is something we need to 


keep alive. 

Vaudeville and burlesque were 
entertainment aimed at the working 
class. It didn’t try to be anything 
other than what it was: cheap come- 
dy, crazy performers, and a solid 
amount of provocative dancing. 

The days of the variety show are 
sadly over. At one time you could 
pay a single small fee and sit in a 
theater all day as performer after 
performer came out and worked 
their magic, or bodies. 

If they weren’t good enough 
you could pelt them with things and 
a man with a giant hook would drag 
them off the stage. That is so much 
cooler than American Idol! 

The convention starts on the 
night of Friday Feb. 16, and plays 
Saturday, Sunday, and finishes on 
Monday. It takes place at the John 
Hancock Hotel and Convention 
Center just off the Copley Square 
MBTA stop. 

So, “Come one, come all, bring 
your friends and family and get pre- 
pared for the greatest show the 
world has ever seen!” 


Moore, Keaton shine in ‘Because I Said So’ 


By COLIN COVERT 
McClatchy Newspapers 


It's apt that the two main charac- 
ters in “Because I Said So” are pro- 
fessional bakers, since the film so 
carefully follows the standard recipe 
for women's romantic comedy. 

All the ingredients are there, 
from the bad-date montage to the 
Golden Oldies sing-along to the dog 
that observes crazy human antics 
with befuddlement. But these films 
don't demand originality to succeed. 
They're souffles that rise or fall on 
the zest with which they're handled, 
and this time the results are pretty 
tasty. 

Diane Keaton plays Daphne, an 
unnervingly robust bakery owner, 
and the well-intentioned but over- 
protective single mother of three 
adult daughters. Maggie (Lauren 
Graham), a successful psychologist, 
and Mae (Piper Perabo), a free spir- 
it, are contentedly married, but 
young Milly (Mandy Moore) is a 
romantic also-ran. Daphne con- 
spires to save Milly from a lonely 
life like hers by matchmaking via 
Internet personals; when Milly real- 
izes that her revitalized social life is 
the result of Mama's interfering, 
their relationship is put to the test. 

Keaton's coquettish Daphne is a 
lean, elegant fireball who's some- 
thing of a passive-aggressive mon- 
ster. The film makes it clear that her 
marriage was unsatisfying, and she 
put aside post-divorce romance to 
build her business and raise her 
girls. Now she's getting on in years, 
but still young in spirit. 

Her every move telegraphs a 
wired urgency. About to turn 60, 
about 
missed, doing some research on 
randy Web sites whose audio feeds 


she's curious what she has 


BECAUSE TF SAID SO 


In the romantic comedy “Because | Said So,” Diane Keaton plays Mandy Moore’s 


include lusty sighs, groans and the 
occasional moo. When she auditions 
potential suitors for Milly over 
drinks in a hotel bar, there's a broad 
suggestion of sexual rivalry, and one 
prospective beau thinks the glam- 
orous, revved-up Daphne is on the 
hunt for a younger man herself. 
Eventually Milly finds herself 
torn between two fairly well 
matched suitors who are 
they're sharing her attentions. Tom 
Everett Scott plays a dreamy, suc- 


unaware 


cessful, somewhat finicky architect; 
Gabriel Macht is a handsome musi- 
cian with limited future prospects. 
You can probably guess the out- 
come, but the deck isn't stacked too 
obviously one way or the other. 
Moore is well cast as Milly. She 
reflects Keaton's ditzy energy, but 
adds a soft, needy undercurrent of 
emotional tension. While Daphne 
secretly pulls the strings on Milly's 
love life, Moore practically cries for 
her consolation and confidence. It's 


a vicious cycle. The more a parent 
implies a child can't handle indepen- 
dence, the more infantile the 
response, proving the parent's dis- 
missive point. 

Daphne sends Milly off to meet 
a couple of eligible guys with the 
oh-so-helpful that she 
shouldn't do that ugly hyena laugh 


advice 


she makes when she gets nervous. 
Naturally, Milly begins to cackle 
and snort uncontrollably. Thanks, 
Mom. Add in the fact that Keaton is 


. 


intrusive mother. 


a trim silver fox and Moore has the 
substantial figure of a woman who 
enjoys a good meal, and you've got 
a messy relationship. 

It's funny and a little unsettling — 
the clearest link between this fluffy 
film and director Michael 
Lehmann's earlier jet-black come- 
dies “Heathers” and “Meet the 
Applegates.” The best moments 
aren't belly laughs (there are a cou- 
ple of those, too) but the jokes that 
ring uncomfortably true. 


pT WD 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Two Dudes 


DUDES CHECK IT 
OUT! WE GOT INVITED. 


LENOW. 


L HEARD you 


SOUNP 
LIKE MY 


TOGO TOAWEDDING/ ABOUTTI, 


YOU KNOW HE HATES 
STUDENTS WHO DON’T 
PAY ATTENTION. 70 
YOU PURPOSELY WANT 
TO GET YOURSELF 

N age ?! 


CAN YOU 
TO STOP 
e007 
POINT. 


cartoons tudios@men.com 


Smv93lind bab 


Mountain lions 


You need more 
realistic Joals 


"I'M FIRING ALL NONeSSENTIOL 
STAFF MEMBERS TOMoRROW, BOB. 


“WHAT Does THAT 
Have To DO wrth Me? 


“NOTHING...” A A 


Nw 


am you're Not iN THAT 
GRouP, you’Re DEAD WeiGHT. 
TM FIRING THOSE PeCPLE Today." 


MORTY'S CARS 


DOTS 


aa 


; 


Comcay ge. com 


“This hybrid not only appeals to the environmen 
but also to the endangered species freak.” 


by Aaron Warner 


THAT'S ALL I HEARD 
DURING CHRISTMAS 
VACATION, 100! 


TELL JOE 
TALKING, 


TEACH? I’M FINDING 
IT VERY DIFFICULT TO 
CONCENTRATE. 


tee kercon 


talist, 


LIFE \S 
SWELL 
I THink IM 


GOING To Be 
An ARTIST. 


BUT YoU 
CAN'T PAINT, 
“ 


ea 


But You 
Can't Sin, 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Dressed (in) 
5 Psychoanalyst 

Wilhelm 

10 Go angling 

14 Navajo neighbor 

15 Major aluminum 
producer 

16 Fascinated by 

17 Austrian range 

18 Bread need 

19 Lay waste to 

20 Pants fold 

22 Single-minded 

24 On the waves 

26 Broadcast 

27 NASA partner 

28 1975 Carol 
Kane movie 

33 Finished 

34 Definite article 

35 Bathroom fixture 

39 EDS founder 

41 Chow down 

43 Barrel part 

44 Takes place 
subsequently 

46 Made a lap 

48 Terrible czar? 

49 New York 
borough 

52 Org. of Els 

55 Sharing 
pronoun 

56 Become dull 

57 Pampas place 

61 Egypt's capital 

64 Take in text 

65 Turn inside out 

67 Rip 

68 “Smoke Gets in 
Your Eyes” 
composer 

69 MacDonald's 
refrain 

70 Skater Heiden 

71 __ May Wong 

72 Pop 

73 Actress Ward 


DOWN 
1 Fellow 
2 Droop lazily 
3 Sop dispensers? 
4 Calamitous 
5 Brit. flyboys 
6 Glamour rival 
7 PC image 
8 Mercury model 


Pi a 
ve [aha 
iin ial ad 
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4 
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ay 
THEN TLL 
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THEN TiLRE 
AN Actoe, 
a i 


THEN ULL 8e 
A DANCEe, 
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ae 
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9 Beecher 
Stowe 

10 Needle trees 

11 Occupied 

12 Porkers’ pads 

13 Japanese car 
maker 

21 Golfer's gadget 


23 Nabisco cookies 


25 Knack 

28 Bright prospect 

29 as we speak 

30 That lady 

31 Make fun of 

32 Excites 
superficially 

36 Pendant ona 
necklace 

37 Bayh or Hunter 

38 Watch over 

40 Range of the 
Rockies 

42 Light brown 

45 Browned in 
butter 

47 \nsider’s advice 

50 Inessential 
matters 


Solutions 


51 US defense 
group 

52 Arctic coat 

53 Putting 
surface 

54 Storch role on 
“F Troop” 


pegrry 


58 “So Big” author 
Ferber 

59 Requirement 

60 Hot and dry 

62 Banister 

63 Killer whale 

66 Gift from Santa 
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OF YOR CAR DRI | DESTINATION! we 
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7 


EITHER WAY, | we HAVE A KITCHEN? 


Bos¥ol/ 
ah} tary 
TH, 


2/OKAY. A 
SAMSON USED IT To PAINT | |= 
THE. KITCHEN. 


IT’S TECHNICALLY 
THE BATHROOM. 
Poa a 
ud 
Uh 


IN 


HEY, GUYS. LET'S SEE 
THE CRIME FIGHTING MONK 
MOVIE! IT'S BASED ON 
THE COMIC BOOK! 


NEW RULE, NEIL ISN'T 
ALLOWED TO PICK WHAT 


MOVIE WE SEE 


Yo LAS 
ae Vil 
= Ja 


SO..WHAT MOVIE 
SHOULD WE SEE? 


a 
QERYBODYS DUNG 
Nia oa e 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Wield an axe 
5 Window part 
9 Metal coat 
14 Regan’s king 
15 Fast-food 
choice 
16 Speeder catcher 
17 Not fooled by 
18 Shrinking inland 
sea 
19 Portents 
20 Lenders 
22 High-strung 
23 Relatives 
24 XIX 
26 List ender 
27 EST word 
31 Guest star spot 
, ee 34 Winning position 
“Oh, Johnny ... if you love me unconditionally, 36 Chinese 
why are you wearing a hazmat suit?” chairman 
37 Appearance 
38 Grant recipient 
39 Facial feature 
40 Lennon's love 
41 Discovered 
42 Minor . 
43 Stress Dieiiee s Services, Inc. 
45 WWII fighters 
46 Some cocktails 
49 NBC's “Law & 9 March with Solutions 
Order =? placards 
52 Make tardy 10 Bemoan 
55 Peculiar 41 Yemen's 


© 


a 
o 


Maa! The last time 


| found a Ten dollar 


CHRONICLES ee Be 


deviations capital 
57 Jacob’s father 12 Soaks up some 
58 Same as rays 
mentioned rttis aelic 
59 Radius neighbor 2; joward the 
60 Mall unit center of 
61 Longest river 25 Relaxation 
62 Guzzler’s sound 26 Mouse-spotter's 
63 Like yesterday's cry 
news 28 Give off 
64 Back talk 29 Engrossed 
65 Latin infinitive 30 Intrusive 
31 Coagulate 
DOWN 32 Top-notch 
1 Timepiece 33 Planetary 
2 Painter Matisse satellite 
3 Like Cheerios 34 Water sources ‘ 
4 Goad 35 Traveler's 44 Slings mud 52 Speech 
5 Kind of stopover 45 Taken putts impediment 
electricity 38 Entry 47 Type of ink 53 Dog in “The 
6 Home-run king 39 Guitarist Paul 48 Yuletides Thin Man” 
7 Kind of crow? 41 Bride-to-be 49 Window parts 54 New Mexico art 
8 Undrawn, asa 42. Tiltin’ tower 50 Serena’s sister colony 
gun town 51 Practice 56 Olympic racer 
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ANNOUNCING | 
SPECIAL FEBRUARY HOURS | 
Quick Bytes Cafe 


Offering Daily: 
Grab é Go Sandwiches, Subs é& Wraps 


Pastries & Desserts 
Assorted Snacks 
Hot & Cold Beverages 


LS - The Tech Center | 
m will be open: 
By 2a 1 y Monday - Friday 


8 10:00 am - 200 pm 


‘ 


Wednesday nights 
5:00pm - 9:00pm 


“i os the month of February only 


le 
he 


Corporate Chefs, Inc. 
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The perfect pair of jeans 
for any body type or price range 


A how-to guide to 
fitting your jeans 


By Cort BRODIE 
Contributing Reporter 


As I was flipping through 
“Style Magazine,” I caught myself 
saying, “If only I had longer legs 
and a smaller waist.” Then I came 
to my senses and realized I'm a real 
woman with real curves. My 
biggest dilemma is finding the per- 
fect jeans to fit my body type. 

Thankfully, in the year 2007, a 
woman can go into any store and 
not have to worry about a limited 
selection of jeans. All jeans fit a 
woman's size, whether she is 
curvy, petite, tall, or has a boyish 
figure. There are key factors to find 
the perfect fit. 

For a curvy figure, a loose boot 
cut jean balances the body, having a 
little stretch in the jean helps, too. A 
dark or black jean takes away from 
any areas that need to be hidden. 

Skinny jeans are all the rage, 
but don't be afraid. The jeans paired 
with a loose top will balance out 
the outfit. I know there are women 


ARIES (March 21- 
a Bs April 20) Renovations, 

; living arrangements or 

Ares property expansion now 
captivates the attention of loved 
ones. Although discussions are pas- 
sionate, expect little or no progress in 
the coming weeks. Long-term 
changes to the home or family will 
require time, detailed calculations 
and a consistent financial effort. 
Later this week, a lover or close 
friend may reveal unexpected social 
plans or family celebrations. Group 
reunions and public announcements 
are accented: stay balanced. 


fe) 


Taurus 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Job satisfaction 
may now require open 
debate or minor con- 
frontations with authority 
figures. Delayed progress, cancelled 
permissions or slow reactions from 
managers need not be tolerated. Your 
business influence is stronger than 
anticipated. Ask for a_ timely 
response to all concerns, suggestions 
or proposals. After Thursday, love 
relationships begin a brief but intense 
phase of family and home negotia- 
tions. Strong opinions may be 
expressed: probe for long-term solu- 


tions. 
i] help clarify recent misun- 
penta derstandings. Someone 
close may be waiting for your invita- 
tion or emotional approval. Don't 
underestimate the sensitivities of 
loved ones over the next few days: 
nostalgic moments, self-doubt or 
complex group anxieties are now a 
powerful influence. Go slow. 
Wednesday through Saturday, work 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) Sincere home 
discussions will this week 


out there that will never step foot in 
a skinny jean. Try wearing them 
with a longer top or cuffing them 
with boots. 

Women with boyish figures can 
fake curves by finding a low-rise or 
ultra low-rise boot cut jean to cre- 
ate some shape. Make sure they're 
fitted — showing any bagginess in 
the jean loses its curve-creating 
effect. 

A straight leg cut gives the illu- 
sion of having longer legs. A length 
right to the bottom of the shoe real- 
ly emphasizes the leg. 

For women who feel they are 
too tall, don't worry. Low-rise jeans 
make the legs proportional, and tall 
women can never go wrong with a 
skinny jean. Always check the 
inseam of the jeans; sometimes the 
makers of the jeans leave extra fab- 
ric for making the jean a longer 
length. 

And finally, my three tips on 
jean pockets: 

1) Jeans with no pockets widen 
the tush. 

2) Jeans with lower pockets 
flatten the tush. 

3) Jeans with higher pockets 
push the tush. 


officials may announce revised 
schedules or added daily duties. 
Avoid bold discussions: tempers may 
be unpredictable. 


CANCER (June 22-July 22) This 
: week business advance- 
eo ment is available through 
yesterday's contacts. Use 
Cancer this time to search out old 
friends, colleagues or employers. For 
many Cancerians, unexplored oppor- 
tunities will now arrive from unusual 
sources: don't hesitate to adopt a con- 
troversial career strategy. After 
Wednesday, loved ones may ask 
probing questions. New friendships, 
group plans and short-term promises 
are accented. Remain determined: 
your social or romantic goals need to 
be respected. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
New friends will this week provide 
intriguing distractions. 
JS}, Over the next 10 days, 
many Leos will steadily 
4e0 expand their social circle. 
Encourage long-term 
friends to also explore new attitudes 
or experiences. This is a strong time 
for positive emotional progress in all 
key relationships. Remain dedicated 
to creative suggestions. After 
Thursday, a close relative may admit 
to a series of social blunders. 
Mistaken romantic information and 
minor jealousies are highlighted. 
Offer compassion. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Sincere discussions with 
relatives or roommates 

INQ will this week work to 

; your advantage. Ongoing 
Virgo issues of strained loyalty, 
mistrust or private irritations are 
more exaggerated than necessary. 


Three of my top places for 
reasonable jeans: 


Old Navy 


— Jeans ranging from 


$29.50-$32.50. Always check the clear- 
ance racks first; they always have tons 
of reduced-priced jeans. 


Tjmaxx — Jeans ranging from $15-$70. 
Not only are the jeans reasonable, but 
they have designer jeans for way less. 


Gap — Jeans ranging from $48-$78. 
The jeans may be a little pricier, but they 
come in every different shape and size. 
Check out the Gap Outlet; their jeans are 
usually half off the normal price. 


Work to increase harmony in the 
home: your dedication to group 
involvement and diplomacy will be 
appreciated, Later this week, a co- 
worker may be unusually nostalgic. 
A past family dispute or failed 
romance may be a key theme. 
Advocate permanent change: your 
instincts are accurate. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 
Financial risk is best avoided over 
the next few days. Faulty 
Q) calculations or misleading 
«“- documents will soon trig- 
Libra — ger costly delays. Ask key 
officials to finalize all 
vital or outstanding statements and 
wait for reliable permissions: consis- 
tent or timely information is now 
important to the success of new pro- 
jects. Later this week, a friend or rel- 
ative may require delicate advice or 
ask for a romantic introduction. 
Remain cautious: brief love affairs 
and controversial proposals are 
accented. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 


en Powerful romantic 
I, insights are now avail- 
able. For many Scorpios, 
Scorpio long-term commitments 
and social involvement 
may need to expand in the coming 
weeks. Listen closely to the needs or 
comments of loved ones and plan 
unique activities. Private encounters 
will soon encourage renewed faith in 
intimate relationships. After 
Wednesday, an older colleague or 
trusted official may challenge the 
ideas of authority figures. Avoid new 
power struggles, if possible: no one 
will win. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Close 
Sagittarius relatives may be unusu- 
ally moody or unpre- 

dictable this week. If so, expect 
ongoing differences with colleagues 
or long-term friends to be a source of 
tension. Advocate new activities and 
light social distraction: new enter- 
tainment, group involvement and 
creative hobbies will offer worth- 
while outlets for daily emotional 
strain. Later this week, a co-worker 
may offer misinformation concern- 
ing a workplace or romantic triangle. 
Remain detached: privacy will soon 


be a key issue. 
© 22-Jan. 20) Love affairs, 
brief flirtations and con- 
Capricorn, troversial attractions may 
now strain long-term rela- 
tionships. Sensuality and romantic 
interest are not easily avoided over 
the next few days. Enjoy light 
encounters with potential friends but 
set firm boundaries: this is not the 
right time to ask loved ones for extra 
patience. Thursday through Saturday 
accents financial messages and fast 
business changes. Carefully verify all 
records: partners or officials may 
provide incomplete facts. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 

WA Feb. 19) Family gather- 
WN ings are emotionally 

’ rewarding over the next 
Aquarius nine days. Although rela- 
tives or long-term roommates may 
appear disinterested, social enthusi- 
asm is high. Push for new group 
activities or creative home discus- 
sions: this is an excellent time to heal 
old wounds or expand your influence 


with loved ones. Late Friday, a pow- 
erful intuition or rare glimpse at the 
future may arrive. If so, remain cau- 
tious and expect social and romantic 
promises to soon require major 
adjustments. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Workplace 
habits and daily obliga- 
tions will now demand 
careful planning. After 
Tuesday, expect younger co-workers 
to admit to costly errors or private 
power struggles with authority fig- 
ures. Protect your own interests and 
work hard to improve your own pro- 
ductivity. Unexpected staff changes 
may soon be announced. Stay active. 
Later this week, a trusted official or 
previously silent parent may express 
strong social opinions. Prideful 
exchanges are likely: remain calm. 

If your birthday is this 
week: Before mid-March, loved ones 
will make peace with yesterday's 
social disappointments and express 
renewed faith in romance. Use this 
the next few weeks to further define 
long-term relationships, discuss fam- 
ily traditions or propose new com- 
mitments. At present, stalled or post- 
poned emotional decisions will work 
strongly in your favor. Planetary 
movements also indicate that a rare 
romantic triangle may demand atten- 
tion between April 19th and May 7th. 
Key officials or trusted colleagues 
may offer overly familiar compli- 
ments and subtle invitations. Remain 
cautious and carefully consider all 
consequences. After mid-May, an 
eight month phase of employment 
decision arrives. Stay dedicated to 
established career goals and wait for 
reliable documents or renewed 
paperwork to be presented. 
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Knights’ win streal 


The basketball team 
looks poised to 
continue their 
winning ways 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


Don’t look now but the Northern 
Essex basketball team has been on a 
roll lately. This team is playing with 
confidence and has the feeling they 
can play with any team. 

Currently the Knights are second 
in their conference with a 16-6 over- 
all record in Division 3 play. They 
had a game scheduled for Tuesday 
Feb. 6 at home, but it was cancelled 
due to a pipe that burst on the 
Haverhill campus. Their next game 
will be this Thursday at Dean 
College, a Division 2 school that 
should give the Knights a good test. 


we zat 


We work well together and feel 
confident going into every game. 


-Willis Martinez 


Coach Darren Stratton loves how 
the team is playing and credits their 
success to good chemistry and team- 
work. “This is the best team-oriented 
team I have ever had,” Stratton said. 
“Everyone gets along well, and there 
is an even balance.” 

Captain Willis Martinez also 
credits the teamwork and together- 
ness of the team. “We work well 
together and feel confident going 
into every game,” Martinez said. 

That confidence and positive atti- 
tude has transferred into wins on the 


court. Nobody on the roster is in the 
top 20 in scoring, and that shows 
what kind of game they are playing. 
The main focus of the team is win- 
ning. Personal statistics doesn’t seem 
to be an issue for this team. 

The Knights seem ready for the 
playoffs, which start in two weeks. 
The coach and the players look to be 
in an optimistic mood. This could 
spell danger down the road for any 
team that tries to get in the Knights’ 
way. 


Colts defeat Bears in 


Manning completes 
25 of 38 passes for 
247 yards, one touch- 
down 


By REGGIE HAYES 
The News Sentinel (Fort 
Wayne, Ind.) (MCT) 


MIAMI Indianapolis Colts 
coach Tony Dungy called for quiet. 
This was his locker room, after all, 
even with the celebration cutting 
loose. 

He asked the cameras be turned 
off. Because saying no to Dungy is 
like saying no to your father — you 
can't do it without feeling guilty 
the cameramen obliged. 

Dungy called his team over in a 
circle. 

“Let's finish the way we start- 
ed,"he said. ; 

They gathered around. Dungy 
prayed. The Colts recited “The 
Lord's Prayer.” Then, after the col- 
lective “Amen,” they had one more 
task. 

This time, the circle wasn't bro- 
ken with the usual “One, two, three 
Colts!” 

This time was much more fun. 

“One, two, three — World 
Champs!” 

There, in that one scene, you see 
the soul of the Super Bowl 
Champion Colts. They've built a del- 


icate mix of sports and faith, of 


extreme talent and controlled tem- 
perament, of family tragedies and 
family unity, into a unique champi- 
on. The Colts beat the Bears 29-17 in 
Super Bowl XLI on Sunday in 
Dolphin Stadium because they fol- 
lowed a blueprint formed when 
owner Jim Irsay hired Dungy in 
2002, one that hasn't been seen often 
in sports. 

“When I went and took the job 
with Jim Irsay, I said that our goal 
was to win the Super Bowl,” Dungy 
said. “But, if all we did was win one, 
it would only be half-fulfilling. We 


needed to win it with community- 
oriented guys. ... You can win profes- 
sionally and you can win with class. 
And that's where I'm most proud of 
our guys.” 

The championship win, after so 
many teases in playoffs past, estab- 
lishes the Colts' style as one that can 
work at a championship level. 

There was a time when Dungy 
was considered too nice a guy to win 
a title. That's what Tampa Bay's 
owner concluded when he fired 
Dungy after a winning, playoff-qual- 
ifying season. That's what critics 
said when Dungy's playoff record 
9-8 — didn't match his superlative 
regular season. 

And there was a time when the 
Colts were regular-season wonders. 


No more. 
“Our leaders on this team have 
been through some disappoint- 


ments,” Dungy said. “A 41-0 playoff 
loss (to the Jets). A championship 
game loss (to the Patriots). A loss at 
home where we had home-field 
advantage. 

“We've been through some per- 
sonal things with Gary Brackett's 
family and Reggie (Wayne's) family 
and Brandon (Stokley's) family,” 
Dungy said. “This may not have 
been our most talented team of the 
five we've had, but it was certainly 
the one that felt the most love for 
each other, the most connection, and 
it showed in the way we played.” 

The championship justifies not 
only the emotional makeup of the 
players the Colts have, but the way 
the Colts were built, from the offen- 
sive-ground up. It's an approach, 
established when the Colts drafted 
Peyton Manning, that garnered more 
than its share of criticism. The critics 
screamed the loudest, of course, 
after playoff losses 

According to the unwritten rules 
of the NFL, championship teams 
were built defense-first, with the fin- 
ishing touches being a superb quar- 
terback, such as Tom Brady or Steve 
Young or the sainted Joe Montana. 

But Irsay, working in tandem 
with team president Bill Polian and 
Dungy, spent his money on offensive 
players. The Colts locked in 
Manning, receivers Marvin Harrison 


and Reggie Wayne, left tackle Tarik 
Glenn and center Jeff Saturday. It 
has made for unparalleled continuity 
for “the franchise” Manning. He's 
had the same coordinator, Tom 
Moore, and the same key players 
that make a passing game go. 

That continuity is why, on the 
biggest stage when he would be 
named MVP, Manning adapted to 
the elements and the Bears’ defense, 
using his running game and short 
controlled-passing games to win the 
game. He completed 25 of 38 passes 
for 247 yards and one touchdown, 
with the Colts adding 191 yards on 
the ground. 

“I wanted to be on a team that 
won the Super Bowl,” Manning said. 
“To me, that's what it's all about. In 
years past, when our team has come 
up short, it's been disappointing. 
Somehow, we found a way to learn 
from those losses and we're a better 
team because of it.” 

The players the Colts invested in 
on offense have proved productive 
and durable. Manning has never 
missed a game. Glenn, playing one 
of the most physically demanding 
positions, has missed only six games 
in nine years. Harrison, Wayne, 
Saturday — they've all been virtually 
indestructible. Of the players invest- 
ed in over the last five years, only 
wide receiver Brandon Stokley has 
susceptible to injuries. 

The relationship between 
Manning and Saturday proved espe- 
cially fruitful against the Bears. 
Chicago quarterback Rex Grossman 
fumbled two snaps in the steady rain. 
Manning maintained his grip in 
more ways than one: The Colts con- 
trolled the ball for 38 minutes. 

“It was as bad of weather as far 
as rain that we've played in, probably 
since the playoff game against New 
England two years ago (a 20-3 
loss),” Manning said. “That's why 
you're glad to have an old veteran 
center like Jeff Saturday. I don't 
know how many snaps we've taken 
together. They had a coupe of 
exchange problems. Jeff and I never 
had any exchange problems, and that 
was nice.” 

The one offensive decision that 
seemed counter to the Colts 
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Courtesy photo 
Willis Martinez is one of three Knights captains. 


Super Bowl 


approach — allowing running back 
Edgerrin James to leave in free 
agency — turned out to be a proactive 
decision, saving money without los- 
ing a beat. Polian felt, correctly, 
there would be enough running back 
talent in the draft to cover the loss of 
James. 

Rookie running back Joseph 
Addai, along with veteran Dominic 
Rhodes proved that two backs are as 
good as one. They shared the load 
without bickering. In fact, Rhodes 
served as mentor and friend to 
Addai. 

In the Super Bowl, they took 
turns punishing the Bears’ run 
defense. Rhodes rushed for 113 
yards. Addai rushed for 77, and 
caught 10 passes for 66 yards as 
Manning chewed up the Bears with 
the short-passing game. 

“My linemen, they blocked great 
for us,” Rhodes said. “Peyton picked 
some great plays. We imposed our 
will.” 

Polian and Irsay chose, in letting 
James leave, to secure Wayne. The 


terrific season of Addai bears the 
decision out. The Colts also dished 
out off-season money for kicker 
Adam Vinatieri. Who would ever 
argue that wasn't worth it? Vinatieri 
set a record for most points scored in 
a playoff season this year. He kicked 
three field goals against the Bears. 

The Colts have ignored defense 
entirely, securing defensive end 
Robert Mathis, one of the biggest 
playmakers, for the next five years. 
Decisions are due on his counterpart 
Dwight Freeney as well as line- 
backer Cato June. 

Future decisions, like past ones, 
will be decided on a number of fac- 
tors, starting with Dungy's insistence 
on the right players, both in style and 
substance. 

“We've got a tremendous group 
of guys, whether we had ever won a 
championship or not,” Dungy said. 

The fact they have won the 
championship validates Dungy, and 
the Colts' approach. Colts fans 
everywhere are saying “amen” to 
that today. 


MCT photo 
Indianapolis Colts’ coach Tony Dungy is carried off 
the field after the Colts’ 29-17 victory over the 
Chicago Bears in Superbowl XLI in Miami, FL. 
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The $100 Million 
Man from Japan 


Why Dice K is worth 
every penny to 
Red Sox Nation 


By Tom D1IZaAzzo 
Contributing Reporter 


The Playstation 3 wasn't the only 
import to cross the ocean out of 
Japan late last year. A bidding war 
took place, and $51.1 million was 
shelled out not for the player, but for 
the mere rights to negotiate with him. 
After arduous and painstaking talks, 
potential ace Daisuke Matsuzaka 
became a member of the Boston Red 
Sox, signing a six-year $52 million 
contract. Using basic mathematics, 
that's over $100 million for a pitcher 
who has never even thrown an inning 
in America. Diehard fans, skeptics, 
and even anyone familiar with the 
phrase “a hundred million dollars” 
weren't exactly sure how to feel 
about this deal. 

I'll tell you why it was nothing 
short of brilliant. 

First, it is important for you to 
understand what Daisuke (pro- 
nounced “Dice-Kay”) Matsuzaka 
means to Japan. He and his wife are 
the equivalent of Brangelina. Even 
manliest of men know what that 
group of letters stands for, regardless 
of how much they'll deny it. The Red 
Sox didn't get just any pitcher — what 
they got from Japan was a national 
symbol. 

Red Sox general manager Theo 
Epstein was earlier quoted as saying, 
“Today what we're really doing is 
announcing the signing of a national 
treasure. We understand his impor- 
tance in Japan. We know what he 
represents.” 

Let's take a look at the move 
from a business standpoint first. In 
2001 the Seattle Mariners outbid 
everyone to gain rights to negotiate 
with Japan's best hitter, Ichiro 
Suzuki. Seattle's revenue since then 
has gone through the roof, raking in 
money by exploiting tourists from 
Japan. In Suzuki’s first campaign he 
won the Rookie of the Year award 
along with the Most Valuable Player 
award, not to mention owning pitch- 
ers while averaging over 200 hits per 
season. 

This isn't about Japan's best hit- 
ter, though — it’s about their best 
pitcher. And anyone with eyes can 
see what the‘Red Sox saw when they 
first heard Matsuzaka would be com- 
ing to America: dollar signs. 

Since the Sox changed owner- 
ship, they have been in the midst of a 
$100 million renovation of old 
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Red Sox Nation hopes Matsuzaka is the real deal. 


Fenway Park, dding seats and mak- 
ing the concourse much more com- 
fortable and fan friendly. After sell- 
ing out over 300 games consecutive- 
ly, the Red Sox added more high end 
seats to accommodate the flood of 
Japanese media and tourists that will 
saturate Fenway Park, allowing it to 
flourish more than it already has. 
They even added some Japanese cui- 
sine to their menu, throwing sushi 
into the mix. Though I am not a fan 
of raw fish, the idea is not only a 
great gesture to their culture, but it is 
also a given that they will charge — 
and make — $30 a plate. 

The Sox saw how the New York 
Yankees took Hideki Matsui and ran 
with him, making endorsement deals 
with major Japanese companies such 
as Sony, sprinkling high-definition 
plasma screens everywhere around 
their stadium. The Red Sox saw all of 
this, and completely pounced on the 
opportunity to sign this “national 
treasure” they call Dice K. 

ESPN.COM reported that the 
Red Sox are estimated at making 
over $10 million a year in endorse- 
ment deals alone. If the Sox posted 
$50 million for the rights to talk to 
Matsuzaka, they just made $10 mil- 
lion.. 

There's always the possibility 
that the Sox could be wrong. 
Matsuzaka could struggle and 
become just another pitcher. But 
looking at his numbers and his con- 
tinued dominance on the mound, it's 


unlikely. Matsuzaka started his phe- 
nom status and even his legend when 
he was only 17 years old. In a high 
school tournament he threw 250 
pitches in 17 innings. Then, the very 
next day after playing the outfield the 
entire game, he came in to close and 
pick up a save. In the final game of 
the tournament, he threw a no-hitter. 
This performance garnered drool 
from every major scout in the area. 
He owns a 108-60 record, 2.95 
ERA, and 1,355 strikeouts over 
1,402.2 innings in 204 games/190 
starts with the Pacific League club. 
Matsuzaka, nicknamed “The 
Monster,” kicked off last year by 
being selected the World Baseball 
Classic's Most Valuable Player, post- 
ing a 1.38 ERA and winning every 
one of his starts en route to leading 


~ Team Japan in winning the inaugural 


World Baseball Classic. 

After finishing 17-5 last year, 
there's no doubt he is a real talent, 
touching upwards of 96 m.p.h. on the 
radar gun. Oh, did I mention that he 
is only 26 years old? Pitchers are 
known to enter their prime around 
the ages of 28-31. 

So, one thing’s for sure. When 
Daisuke digs his cleats into the 
Fenway mound for the first time, and 
Ichiro Suzuki is staring back at him, 
there will be quiet anticipation. The 
only words audible will be, “GET 
YOUR SUSHI, HERE!” 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1) What famous Yankees 
outfielder is nicknamed 


“Godzilla”? 


2) What year did Ichiro 
Suzuki start playing in the 


U.S.? 


3) What Japanese legend 
holds the record for most 


home runs? 


4) What country won the 
first ever World Baseball 
Classic last year? 


5.) How much did the Red 
Sox pay to negotiate with 


Matsuzaka? 
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Woods is dominant athlete of our generation 


By CARLOS OLIVERA 
Contributing Reporter 


The most dominating athlete of 
our generation is not Shaquille 
O'Neal or Michael Jordan. It is in fact 
Tiger Woods. 

Woods won his seventh straight 
PGA Tour tournament on Sunday in 
San Diego. He came from two 
strokes from behind to win by two. 

Nobody is even close to touching 
Woods right now. Since his streak of 


seven consecutive wins 


began, 
Woods has defeated 899 competitors. 
There were over 150 competitors at 
this weekend's Buick Invitational and 
he steamrolled every single one of 
them. 

Since deciding to tum profes- 
sional in 1996, Woods has won 55 
tournaments. That might not seem 
like a lot, but Tiger rarely ever plays 
over 12 or 15 tournaments a year. 
The closest competitor, Phil 
Mickelson, has 29 wins. Woods’ win 
percentage is between .367-.458. 


Considering there are upwards of 
150 golfers sometimes, that percent- 
age is remarkable. 

In comparison to other sports, 
Woods has to deal with many more 
competitors and has to go it alone. 
Golf is not a team sport, whereas 
Michael Jordan had 11 teammates to 
help him win the six championships. 
Woods defeats every one singlehand- 
edly. Considering there is usually 
over 100 golfers at each tournament, 
what Woods is doing is unbelievable. 

Woods also has had a streak of 


428 consecutive weeks ranked num- 
ber one in the world. He lost that 
ranking last year but regained it the 
following week. That is a streak of 
over eight consecutive seasons of 
being on top. When he did fall, he 
was only down for a week. That 
shows what type of competitor he is, 
and he doesn't get enough credit. 
Woods has also won 12 major 
tournaments in those 10 years. A 
major is sort of like a mini champi- 
onship, but there are four majors 
every season. The record holder is 


Arnold Palmer who won 18 majors. 
Woods is in a world of his own. The 
closest competitor, again, is Phil 
Mickelson, with three majors. 

Woods' domination over the 
competition is extraordinary. He 
never seems phased by the amount of 
pressure he is put under. He seems to 
always rise to the occasion and do it 
with ease. Golf may not be an excit- 
ing sport or all that popular, but his 
reign must be recognized as maybe 
the best of all time, and he deserves 
his props. 
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Many returning students have 
commented that they had no idea 
about the services offered through 
the Student Activities and 
Orientation Department. You can 
purchase discounted movie tickets 
to AMC/Loews Theaters for $6.25, 
stamps, bus passes, rent lockers, 
purchase balloons, have lamenta- 
tions made, and send faxes, among 
other things. Student personal 
trainers are available through the 
Wellness & Fitness Center, Room 


Floor hockey is a great alternative for hockey fans on campus. 
Contact Maureen Saliba in D104 or 978-556-3718 for information. 


D133 on the Haverhill campus, for 
only $60 per semester. 

Many events and trips are 
offered, including Skiing at 
Waterville Valley and Ragged 
Mountain, ultimate frisbee, indoor 
volleyball, nine ball pool tourna- 
ments, snow tubing and a knockout 
contest. To find out more about 
these great opportunities, contact 
Student Activities and Orientation 
at 978-556-3731 or Dina Brown at 
dbrown@necc.mass.edu. 


All photos by Joni Quinn 


Melody Stein (left) and Nathan Mireles take time out of their schedule for a quick 
match of ping-pong in the recreation center. 


Get on the basketball court with friends after classes to blow 
off some steam or just to take a break from some schoolwork. 


